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CATTEEEEESS 
Wo - 
PREFACE 
TO THE 
READER. 
Þ Hoewer Treats upon this 
> Weighty and moſt Im- 


RP ftification, I acknow- 

mm ledge ought to do it 
with great Caution , with great 
Humility , and with great Sincerity. 
Firft with great Cantion , for "tis 
A 4 a 


The Preface 


*& point, about which, not only the 
' beſt Learn'd, but the moſt Holy ard 
moſt Sinevingy Religious have conſi- 


derably differ'd , and in all ſuch con- 


teſts both Grace and Diſcretion will 
inſtruct a man not to ruſh i in Violently, 
or ſuddenly to” declare againſt any one 
fede ; or yet eaſely to Juppoſe the truth 
wholly appropriated to any one party : 
| But jn every advance to proceed with 


Moderation and Circumſpection. Se- | 
condly,, with great Humility , "tis | 


26t a fit Subje&t for: Proud. and Diſ- 


dainfull Pens,- the thing in its own | 


nature is of 'a fupendions and humb- 
ling Conſideration , and ought to be 
diſcourſed. of accordingly; that ag 
Apoſtate creature in open Rebellion 
424in$t the Great God , ſhould not on- 

ly 
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 FPotheReader, 
ly be forgiven by an Af of Sown- 
raignty 3 but that it ſhould become a 
righteous thing with God to forgive 


bim, and that he ſhould be Fuſtifeed in 


his r zht , 'be brought to ſtand refus 
in curia before his Tribunal, and at 
the" Bar of bis infinite Fuſtice , and 
his' diſcharge be an AG Tudicial, 
and as minch the effe&-of Juſtice 'as 


Favour , is that which nothing leſs 


then' Divine Wiſdem could bave cons 
rived or effeied, and when we duely 


refleS upon it, we find no leſs cauſe for 
-mortifying Adoration , then, bumble 


Thaukegiving , and Infinite for both. 
Thirdly, with great Integrity, the ſn- 
pream intereſt of mankind (their Eter- 
nal condition bercafier ) is ſo bound up 
herein, and the true notion of this point 


fo 


The Preface” 
ſo inſeperably neceſſary to it, that as 
men regard the ſouls,of others, or have 
any value for their own'; they ought 
with the utmoſt Sincerity , when they 
diſcuſs this point to deſign themſelves 


zntirely to the ſervice of Truth,ond caſt- 


ing off all Byaſs of Intereſt and Party.; 
and all reſpe& to the Pleaſures of men, 
Alone endeawour to arrive at a cleer and 
full Diſcovery of what God has reveal- 
ed to us in his Word about this mattes - 


Theſe Rules I propoſed to my ſelf - 


whew I firſt engaged in theſe Medi- 
tations , and I bepe the Reader will 
fad nothing in the following Dif- 
courſe that will occaſion him to think 


i bave wilfully trauſgreſſed any of 
them. 


Many 
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Tothe Reader. | 
- Many Books IT know there are ex- 
tant upon this Subjed, but to deal 
freely with- my Reader , the conft- 
deration thereof has been ſo far from 
diverting the publication of this diſ. 
courſe, that it has rather been the oc- 
caſion of it : "Tis apparent to all 
that gre converſant herein , how 
greatly this point has been obſcur'd 
by multitude of words; and I conſi- 
dered that many who want leaſure, 
or Inclination, or happily Ability to 
travail far into Polemick Tntri- 
cacies , will yet think an hour or 
two not ill ſpent to read over a 
plain (hort Scripture account of this 
matter. | 
I will no farther attempt to pre-en- 
gage my Reader , but only to aſſure 


hine 


| The Preface” 
him I bave omitted no neceſſary dilt- 
_ gence that T thought maght capacitate 
me for this ſerwice + IT bawe. carefully 
and Impartially peruſed what the Pg+ 


piſh DoGors have urg'd' in defence of 


their Dotrine, and with what Exa&- 
neſs I. cold," have confidered over all 
the \ eminent Proteſtant Writers upon 
this' Subje& ; and although T bighly 
©ulne the Works of many of theſe latter 
both \Dead and 'yet living, and have 
Rearr't much from them , yet I bave 
prirpoſely forborn to mention thei 
Names for the ſame reaſon T find given 
by Grotius, #n the Preface to his Fa- 
mous Annotations upon the Goſpels * 

Peperct autem plerumque recitapdis 
nomnbus quod 'ea videam faftioſo 


koc! {xculo' magis ad oblimandum 
quam 


UMI 
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To:the Reader. 
quam ad _defzcandum Jaſſicium Vas 
lere-\ $6 ; 

Should this eadhanens ſucceed fo 
well as to inform any that were be- 
fore ignorant of this moſt eſſential part 
of Divinity , or 10 unite any good men 
who have differently conceived bereof, | 
it will turs much to my | ſatisfaSiion 3 ; 
if any that axe Fudicious and Learned 
ſhall expreſs their diſlike of any part of 
this Diſcourſe, I ſhall upon all occaſtons 
endeavour by 4 juft defence to render it 
more acceptable to them; butif 1 find 
my. ſelf at any time attack'd by ſuch as 
delight in Contention, aud love toturn 
all Polemick, Diſcourſes into znpertinent 
Squabble, I reſolve not to be en- 
gaged by them , nor upon' any terms 
be brought (to uſe the modern Expreſ- 


fon, 


The Preface” 
fron, ſerram reciprocare ; and indeed 
to all that fort of men, that ſillen 
anſwer before-hand , niay be proper 
enough and ſufficient : What I have 
Writren, I have Written, 
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' JUSTIFICATION 


Evangelical. 


RY &N diſcourſing the point of 
DE? Wſtification, thele three 
Po 4 Tf ſhall be firft and 
2 ASS chiefly conſidered. Firſt; 
2:0J) What is meant in Scripture 
by Juſtification. Sccond- 
as ly, W hat is the material 
procuring Cauſe of Juſtification before God. 
Thirdly, How do we come to partake of the 
benefits of Juſtificarion, and arrive at a 7uſti- 


JO : 

ot to obſcure the meaning of the word 
Taftification by nice Diſtintions, and hard 

 andtroubleſotn Terms : The word Juftifica- 
710 comes immediately from the Latine 7«- 
ftificare, which is not a word of Ancient uſe 
amongſt the beſt Latine Writers , but is of 

+ a Later Edition ; has been introduced fince 
by Divines, to expreſs the ſenſe of the Greek 
Verb J\uaiy, ſo often uſed by the Septua- 
gint in the Old Teſtament in rendering the 

| Hebrew Verb Hitzdik, and ſo often in the 


New Teſtament, eſpecially by St. Paul. The 
B mean- 
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3' Fuſtification Evangelical. 
meaning of it, is, to Juſtify, and make Jyſt.by 
_ Way of Vindication, Defence or 1n_ 
rent. Not by infuſing a habit, for it 1s evi- 
dent, that both the Hebrew and the Greek: 
Verbs, ( from wlience we mult fetch the 
true ſenſe of the Latin and Engliſh, ) are J#- ' 
dicial and Forinfical words, and are ſcarce | 
ever taken throughout the Bible to Jzſtify, 
by waking inherently Juſt, or Jaſt by Irfi- 
for. The natural and primitive figniftca- | 
tron of them-both, is, to juſtifie Legally and 
IFmdicially,. to:make juſt by Pha, and in 
Fadgcrment. And in that original ſenſe, or in 
3(enfe relative to.it , and-derivative from it, 
zre the wards .generally taken in Scripture. | 
When either God 7s ſaid to Juſtifie man, | 
ar 777 is faid to juſtif6: God , or one. man | 
x ſid to juſtifie anvther , or one and the ſane 
#rtx 12 juſtifte bimfelf,, (for all theſe wayes 
weread of Jaſizficatior in Scripture) tis ftil} 
without any fignification of infuſing righte- 0 
exrnets, or making, juſt that way: But that y 
which is mended by the word, is, to make tl 
jſt def-nſatively, . declaratively, judicially, | C 
and not qralitively. To give (ome inſtance | ai 
of many, Rome. 2. v.13. Not tbe hearers of the | tl 
Faw but the doers of it , PugroSiouras ſhall be | tt 
j#fEifeet ; That is, pronounced and dechared ! te 
Teft in judgment. - In the 11 Chap. of Job | þ 
v. 2. Shonld.z m2 or full of talk be Jjnſfifeed ? | fo 
tage 
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| zo the Lord, 'tis meant. ro\juſtifie thety 


Fuſtification Evangelical. 3 

that is, ſhould he be-defended and acquitted 
upon that accourt , becauſe he is full of 
words ?.:'Shall : that be 4 ſufficient Plea for. 
bim? So!when we are'told Pro. 17. v. 15, 
that , To juſtifie the wickeel«is an - then ty 


y 


| pleading forithem, and deferiling thei , \or 
| to juſtifie them in judgwert, while wicked. 
| For, to juſtifie them inthe other- [efſe,” to 
 , make them: 7zherently. Juft 'and righteons , is 
' Do. abomination to the. Lord, but'a thing 

' he has every where declared himſelf to be 

_ ! wellpleaſed with. + In-the 8 of the Roze, St. 


+ IL I EL 


Paxl puts this queſtion;''J{*ho ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge vf Gods, Ele > ©t0;..5 Air 


nah, Tris God vhat juſtifteh Tis neranginar 


Who ſhall condemn? . where, by Gods: juſtifp-. 


| ing, 1s meant, his! acquittizg and cleaving in 
Judgment 3 Tis evident: to. be ſuch a. juftify- 


z#g as ſtanids in oppoſition to charging and 
condemning-: Ot 'the-:ſame import are the 
words generally. whereſoever we find 


; them uſed by the Holy Ghoſt cither. in the 


Old or New Teſtament. : And this we have 
acknowledged by many of the Papiſts on 
the one hand, 'and ſome of the Socinians on 


| the other, though both of them endeavour 
| toprove that Gods juſtifying men, is not his 
| pronouncing them juſt, and his declaring them 


' ſoina judicial way, but his infuſing of babite 
2 - 


and 


\ 
pl 
» 


"4 


x" Tuſtification Evangelical. 

and making them.in: themſelves aually and 

habitnally righteovs.. FE} Nj 
| Juſtification in general may be conſidered | 
as it may relate to two ſorts of men.;- Firſt, | 
to riehteons and innocent men, and Secondly: - 
to Offenders. Juſtification in both caſes ſup-. ' 
poſeth Charge, and Fcenſation, and ſtands in_ 
oppoſition-to Condemnation. A Righteous. * 
perſon when he. is-accuſed. and found fault- 
leſs, that is, inherently Righteous, and Juſt, 
he is, by his righteoufnels made evident, 
thereby juſtified, that is, declared and ap- 
proved .to be juſt; acquitted 'and cleared 
both from accuſativs'; and condemnation; * 
David 'hath an expreſſion to this purpoſe of + 
God ,, Plal. the *51.: That thou mighteſt be 
juſtified when: thou ſpeakeſt : That is, be juſti- 
feed by. being manifeſted to be really righteous 
and juſt. So Good men are ſometimes fait 
tobe juſtified by their: works, that is, defend» 
ed and vindicated againſt Job” ccopfirion and | 
charge ,. approved and / declared to'be juſt | 
thereby. - A perſon fo qualified, is jyſtiffed, * 
becauſe he appears to be in himſelf rig/hteons 

and jeſt ,, not righteous and juſt bevmile juſtt- 

fied. Secondly, an Offender when he 1s ace | 
cuſed, heican be no' other way j#ſtified, that | 
is, defewded againſt accnſ.tion, and acquitted in | 
judgment , but by pleading ample and pro- | 
portionable ſatizfaFion made for an _ | 

an 
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and at acceptance of that ſatisfaRtion as ſuch, 


; and procuring a - remiſſion of the offence 


0 
4 < "3 vo. 
1,2 ob) i on AA a PRE 
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thereupon. *T1s not poſlible to contrive any 
other way of Tſtification'in that Caſe; For 
free and: abſolute remiſſion of an offence can- 
not well be called T»ſtification. The more 
freely a man is pardoned without any fort of 
ſatisfaFion, the leſs he can be properly ſaid 
to be juſtifi:d. Such a man now is not juſti- 
fied, becaulc he is found to be iherextly juſt, 
and without fazlt, but he becomes Juſt, 1s 
brought into the ſtate of a juſt man , becaule 
he arrives at a / egal Tuſtification, and upon 


; ſatisfation made ,. obtains an acquitment 


Judgment. uſtification in ſcripture, as 'tis an 


act of 'God relating to Men, is ever ſpoken 


Of in this later way. 'Tis never meant to 
excuſe or juſtifie a Sinner froz being a ſr- 
wer, . but to juſtifie a ſinner, ſuppoſing him a 
finner to the utmoſt: All Goſpel-juſtification 
being founded upon Satisfatior as the grand 
fundamental of it. | 

But to:come more nearly to the Scrip- 
ture-ſenſe, and meaning of Juſtification, by 
which'we are generally told, that all Sinners 


;. Umpardoned are under Divine Wrath, and 


ſtand Condemned at Gods Par : and that ſuch 
whom God is pleaſed in' the methad of his : 
Grace judicially topardon, and receive into 
favour, he'is thereby ſaid to Jſtiffe, To 5 
en B 3 juſtified 


6 Tuſtification Evangelical. 
jaitified therefore in Scripture ſenſe, is, ro be 
Cleared and Diſcharged before the, Tribunal of \ C 
God from the Guilt of fin, reſulting from the © 
breachof his Laws, and Abſolued from the Pu- | © 
niſhment due from Divine Juſtice thereunto. 
This, without any obſcuring Speculation a- 
bout the nature of JuSification in general, | 
is that praGical account we find the Scrip- | 
ture to give us of it ſuitable to its nature, 
as it relates to ſinful offending Man, (for it 
mulſt ſi] be remembred, that Gods ju$tifying 
in Scripture, ts, his giving ſentence with the 
Guilty party, and fo wecan only be righte- 
ons, becauſe juſtified , and juftified by being 
pardoned,) and according to what it. Operates 
and efeFs upon the ſubject, by which alſo 
*tis beſt underſtood , and becomes moſt ac- 
countable to every Capacity. I include not 
herein the Cayſe of Juſtification , nor the 
Condition of it, but ſpeak of it in its own 
roper for, and ſimply in it ſelf confidered : 
a had I ſo done, I would after this man- 
ner haveexpreſſed my (ell, Juftification is 
an att of God whereby he does, for the ſake of 
Chriſts SatisfaBtion to his Juſtice ; upon mens 
ſincere Beliefe of the Goſpel, arcount their | 
faith for righteouſneſ: , pardon their fins, and | 
Acquit them in Tudgement. Þ ry | 
That this Deſcription I have ven of | 


wy 1*' a A. of Wil 6 of © k.. 


ZuStificatien, and qur heing iuTtifie ,, isthat 
| which 
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' Which ought to be given, :and the dire ac 
- count we haveof it in Scripture, will evi- 

' deatly appear from theſe four confidera- 

' tions. 


_ Firſt, Sin” being a tranſgreſſion of Gods 
Zew, and ſo an Offence accountable. for 


' to Him, nothing leſs can juiftify a ſinner 
' then the Supream judgement of God FEimelf, 
| as the Joveraign Lord and Judge of all the 


Earth. The Apoſfe tells us that in few 
words, [tis God that juitifies, And He 
does it as an aCt and exerciſe of his Sypream 
Juitice 3 according to that paſſage Rom. 3- 
v. 26. That God might be juit, and the iuSti. 
fer of bim that believeth in Jeſus. 


Secondly, Gods juStifying men, ſtands in 


oppoſition to Accuſation and Condemnation, 


which we have plainly exprefled in the fore- 
mentioned 8th. to the Roe. where the Apoltle 
oppoleth Gods juStifying,to Charging and Con- 
demming. Who ſhall lay any thing to the Charge 
of Gods eleF 2 Tt is God that ju$tifieth, Whois 

e that condemneth? So that if you know 
what it is to Charge and Condemn, you will 
know what it is to juſtifie, it being natural- 


' ly evidenced by its Contraries. . And as Cor- 
| demnation is the reſult of a / aw, fo is 7uSt:- 


JMI 


fication. We ſtand Condemned by the Law of 
i B 4 works 


8 Tuſtification Evangelical. 
works, and are juitified by the I ew of faith. 
Now. wharis it that viankind is publickly | 


* 


accuſed of, an1 charged with in Scripture? ! 
'Tis S579, , What is it that men ſtand condem- : 
wed for at Gods Bar? "Tis (7. And there- : 
face their T#tification muſt needs be a Clear- * 
ing and Diſcharging ſome way or other from | 
it. And that which the Scripture every where | 
intends by JuStification, is the Remiſſion of | 
Sin, and Gods acquitting us in Judgment from 
the Charge,Gnilt,( ondemndſon and Puniſhment 
of it. This is judiciouſly obſerved by Grotins, 
Tuitificatio ut notum eſt paſſam in ſacris literis 
Z 7 ras in Pad, 1 os f -r evo 
ſen:ficat,que preſuppoſito peccatc conſiſtit in pec- 
"catorum remijſuone, ipſo F anl: femct clare expli- | 
cante pr:ſ.rtin, Rom.4. De Satiſ.Chriſ chap. 1. | 
74 38. An41 this I ſhall endeavour to prove * 
theſe ſeveral wayes. Fiiſt, by producing divers 
Texts, wherein the Foly Ghoſt ſpeaks exy 
preſly of Tuſtification, and ] orgiveneſs of in 
in the Goſpel way, as ove and the ſame thing. 
Secondly, by ſhewing that the whcl1: p>i 
vantage of that ” 4 tnrquer upon which 
(as the G-ound of it) we are juft:fied, 15:ge- 
nerally iflned m Scripture into the Forgive- | 
meſs of fre. Thirdly, by ſhewing that whar= | 
ever other expriſſims the Scripture at any | 
time makes uſe of to ſignific 'and Explain | 
Juſtification to us by , ' they all tend: to 
give 
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| Fuſtifecation Evangelical. | 9 
give us this ſexſe and ſignification of its 
and to exprels 1t to ys as conliſting in the 


giveneſs of fin. And fourthly , by ſhew- 
jo. that the Grand Pleſſing that God ſtill 


' P-omiſed the world ſhould partake of by 


the Covenant of his Grace, and the ſending 
of his Sox , (from whence our Juſtification 
has its riſe, ) was the Parder: and forgive» 
eſs of ſix. And when I have done this, 
there will be no need I hope to ſay more 
for the ſatisfaQtion of any, under this Conſide- 
ration. 

For the firſt. In the 4. chap. to the Rom. 
where St. Paxl treats more fully and more 
Cricically of Juſtification then he does in any 
other place , he there deſc1ibes it in a Quo- 
tation out of the 7 ja/ms by. the forgive» 
eſs of ſin, and the non imprtation of iniquity. 
Put to him that worketh not, but belicveth on 
him that juſtifieth the ungodly , bis faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs : E ven as David de- 
fſeribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto whone 
Cod imputeth righteouſneſs without works, ſay- 
ing, Blejjed are they whoſe iniquities are for- 
given, and wioſe fiv is covered s Pleſſed 
is the man to whom the I ord will not im- 
pute iniquity. Cometh this blefſedneſs then 
wpor the circumciſion only , or upon the nn- 
circumciſion alſp £ Where 'tisnot to be fair- 
ly denyed , but that he deſctibes the b/eſſed- 


neſs 
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weſs of a Juſtified perſon by the bleſſedneſs of | 


a Pardoned perſon, as .being oze and the. } . 


ſame. In the. 9 wer. Cometh this bleſſedneſs. 


(yes the Apoſtle) xporr the Circumciſion on-- 


ly , or. upon the uncircumcifion alſo « What 
bleſſedneſs? Why, the Bleſlednels he is treat- 
ing of, the Bleſledneſs of being jxſtified be- 
fore God : which he proves, deicends both 
upon Jew and Gentile 1n- the Goſpel way of 
faith, and believing. And what 1s that bleſſed- 
eſs of being juſtified before God 2 Wherew 
Iyesit 2 Why, 'tis the Bleſſednels he tells us 
that David deſcribes, of having our iniquities 
forgiven, and our ſins covered, the Blelledneſs 
of having God not to impute fin to ws. Tis 
plain, the Apoltles whole {cope and drift, is, 
to prove that Abrahams juſtification was his 
pardon ; upon which acccount the Gemtiles, 
thaugh great ſinners, might be juſtified, as 
well as he: and that 7uſtification before God, 
. is 20t by works, and (o not from the merit of 
any inherent righteouſneſs of our own, but by 
Gods gracions Impxting righteouſneſs without 
works, which he makes to conſilt in the 
Pardon of ſin, and Not imputing of iniquity, 
and to be the ſame thing with it. In the 
13th. of the As the 38 and 39 verſes, we find 
the Apoſtle again expreſſing himſelf to the 
ſame purpoſe , Be it known unto you therefore 
men and brethren, that through this man is 


» preach- 


j . > 
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preached, unto . you the forgiveneſs of fins, 


And by him allithat believe are juſtified from 


ell things ,, F yo #hey could not be juſti- 


fied by the Law of Moſes. Where he ſneaks 


of remiſſion of ſens, and Juſtification Fquivo» 
lextly, as terms importing the ſame thing. In 
the 18th. of Lake,where the Fublican is laid 
to-ſmite upon his breaſt, and (eek for pardon 
and forgiveneſs, in that expreſſion, God be 


merciful to me a ſinner; our Saviexr \ays, Fe 


| went home to his houſe JuStified, (that is, Par- 


: for .the judgement was by one to condemnation, 


JMI 


doned) rather then the prond Phariſee. The 
one juſtified himſelf and asked no Fgiort 
eſs, the other condemned himfelf, and ſought 
for the pardoz of his fins: And by our Sa- 
viours own determination, took the right 
method of attaining Juſtification thereby. 
In the 5th.of the Ro-.v.16, The Apoſtle treat- 
ing of the ditterence between Adams (in, and 
the condemnation introduced thereby, and 
the Salvation we have by tat, tells us, Ard 
not as it was by one that ſinned , ſo is the gift, 


T9 5 x&giouc tt TONAGY Tao go [apadTAY &5. aloud, 
but the free gift, is, of many offences unto juſti- 


fication. By the free gift of many offences, is 


meant the pardor of them, and the pardox 
of them is unto Juitification, that is, pardon of 
fin amounts to 7Juitification, and upon par- 
doz we are aftually juſtified. We arc —_ 
a1 


Fl 
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faid in Scripture to have pardox and remiſſion 
of fins by Chriſts bleod: Andin the 5th. of the 
om. and theg verſ” we are there ſaid to be 
juſtifi:d by his blood : Much more now being | } 
juſtified by bis blood. ſhall we be- ſaved from | 
wrath through him, By all which we are told, 
that the (cripture generally intends by juſFz. | 7 
fication and pardon, one and theſame thing. {| 
Secondly , The whole'advantage and bene- | 
Ft of that ſutisfaFior upon which we come | 
to be juſtified before God, is often iſſued ' 
into the pardon of fir , and by the Scrip« | 
ture comprized therein. If we Jook ta the | 
Types and Prefrenrations of that ſatisfaion * 
under the Law, the grand end and ſignifice- | 
tion of them, was the removing and purging | 
of ſin. This the Apoſtle tells us , Heb. g. 22. | 
Without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion. And + 
in the 26 zer. (he ſayes,) Chriſt had once ap- | 
: pearedin the end of the world to put away fin | 
V3 ,by the ſacrifice»of himſelf. That was the 
+ grand thing typified and intended by the |! 
acrifices to be done, and that which our. : 
Saviour by his coming aually did. do, as | 
we aretold in the 1/f. chep. of the fame book, 
- in that expreſſion, When he had by himſelf | 
prreed our fins, he ſate down on the right band 
of the Majeity on high. Thatis, When he had 
ily accompliſhed that great End for 
which he care into the world, which was to 
: pro- 
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Tuftificatio® Evangelical. 13 
procure parden of (in; he then afcended to 
his Mediatory Throne, .and the exerciſe of 
that Authority. If-we look into the Goſpel, 
jn the 26 of St. Matt. where our bleſſed. fg- 
viour firſt inſtituted, and folemnly himſelf ad- 
miniſtred: that Sacramert, wherein Himlclf, 
and all the ſaving Advantages apputitenant 
to him, are repreſented, and conveyed, He 


: there calls his Blood the blood of the New Tefta> 
| ment ſhed for many for the remiſſton of ſins. 
| Declaring that to bethe grand £ffcct of his 
{ Purchaſz, and the great attainment ofthe Go- 


ſpel, from whence all our happineſs is derived. 
In-the 1/2. of the Z phe. v. 7..the Redemption 
we have by Chriſt, is called the. forgzveneſs 
of fm: In whom we have redemption through 
is blood the forgiveneſs of ſins. In the 2d.'of 

the As ver. 38. St. Peter there perſwades the 
Jews to embrace the .C hriſtiar-religion mn 
theſe words, Repert- and be baptized for the 
remijſion of (ins, as the great End attainable 
by the Goſpel and all the Inſtitutions of 17. 
St. Tohn in the '1ft.chap. of his 1ſt. 7 piſt. tells us 
that, 1f we walk in the light as he is in the 
light , we have fellowſhip one with another, 
and the blood of Teſns ( briſt his Son Cleanſeth 
ws from all ſin: That being the great End of 
all Goſpel- faith and obedience ( to be clean> 
fed from all fiz) and the in-let to all happineſs. 
And tis that which all the Saints , the whole 

Chuich 
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Church unitedly do, xz. vote, adore tha Me- 
diator for, as the grand Effe@ of his 'under- 
taking, That he has waſhed theme from their fnes 
iz his own blood,and thereby'made them Kings 
nd Prieſts unto God, and imtuled them to; 
all happineſs, and Glory. In. a; wprdz1 
our Saviour himſelf ſumms - up and. Epi- 


tomizeth all thoſe bleſiings he came to pur-: : 
chaſe for, and confer upon the world, and- 


ſeems to be in; the Supreameſt exerciſe' of his 


BEM COT gn Ar RA at ey; 


n 
6 ” 


Mediatory Authority, 1n pronouncing that: 


BenediCtion , Thy ſins are forgiven thee. 
\ Thirdly, Whatever other expreſſions: the 
_ Scripture makes uſe of to (ignifie and repre- 
ſent Juſtification to us by , they all relate x0. 
the perdor: of (in, and give us this ſenſe and 
figmfication'of it. The Scripture expreſteth. 
our Juſtification by three other Terms; Some-: 
times *tis called Redemption, ſometimes. Fe- 
ci(ſion, and ſometimes Reconciliation: And 
all theſe have a reference to ſw: and its for- 
giveneſs. *Tiscalled Redezeptzon with reſpect, 
to that captivity and bondage that is 1N (in. 
Remiſſion, with reſpect to.that guilt and ob- 
ligation to puniſhment that is in fin. , And 'tis 
called Recoxciliation With-reſpect to that ex. 
mity and oppoſition to God-: that is in ſin. 
All which we are freed from by the pardon 
of ſn, as the great priviledge of a juſtifi- 
ed ſtate, . and that wherein it conſiſteth. 
Fourth- 
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Fuſtification Evangelical, © 1g 
-;:Fourthly, The great Zlefſing that the Scri 
ture Preto oh ang held: org to the wank 
'in:the coming of the Meſſzah, and that Cove- 
nant of Grace, that God would graciouſty 
enter into with Mankind , was the Rezvi([702 
of fin, and blotting out of iniquity. Inſtancesiof 
ths kind the Scripture abounds with; The 

reat effect of Chriſts coming, we are told, 
ſhould be, To ſave his people from their ſins, 


and to make reconciliation for iniquity : And 


in divers of the Prophets God declares the 
Grace of his Covenant to lye per eminentiane 
io this, The pardoning of our iniquities, and the 
remembring our ſins no more. So St. Peter de- 
clares, A@. 10.43. To Him give all the Pro- 
phets witneſ , that thorough his name whoſs+ 


ever believeth in him ſhall recezve Remiſſion of 


fins. And when God was pleaſed to make 
the Attributes of his Mercy and Goodneſs in 
an eſpecial manner to paſs before Moſes, 
and to reveal it tohim, as-it'relates to Man- 
kind, 'tis expreſſed by That, as the Grand 
and Tranſcendent Etiect of it, the pardoning 


iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin. 


A third conf1deration to clear up the truth 
of this Definition I have given of Pſtificatior, 
C and which 1s of great prevaikag in the 
caſe) is this; That whenever God- pardons 
any mans fin, He looks upon him as a Righte- 

up 


© W1-< Fr 


.--. Axiom 1 Logick. Not that Tam here about 
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ous perſin , does cerſtitute him ſo thereby, !. 


and deal with .him accordingly. Where he | 
tes no iniquity, there his Countcnance' is 
as upen the rigþteous. This 1 ſhall make out. 
Firſt, from the Reaſons of the Thing in itſelf | 
abſtratedly conſidered , that it ought fo to 
be. Secondly fiom plain and poſitive Scrip- 
tures in the cale, whereby it appears to. be 
Gods ordination that ſo it ſhould be. And 
thirdly,from the Method God is pleaſed in his * 
wiſdom to take in the pardomng and juſtify- ! 
ing Offenders, and the manner of his proce- | 
dure therein, whereby his Righteouſneſs and | 
his Juſtice become very evident in ſo doing. | 
There be theſe five Reaſons reſuſt from | 
the Thing in it ſelf abſtractedly conſidered | 
for the proof of this point. Firſt, Man in' 
his primary Make, was righteous, and juſt , 
that was his Original conſtitution ; Sin is but 
an Accidental Deprivation: And thercfore 
when all Sinand Guilt contrattcd, is Legally 
temoved, and wlo'ly obliterated, 'tis but 
reaſonable he ſhould be judgd of by his 
firſt ſtate, and it falls in naturally ſo to be. 


Jablate privatione ponitur habitus, is a firm 


to prove that a man is reftored barely to the 
ſtate of Adams Original innocency by the Re- 
demption and Forgiveneſs of the Goſpel, 


| for by Gods gracious Ordination we are in- 
| ſtared 
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'- ſtated in awnch more; + urge this only to 
; evidence:thus much , Th 


at man being made 
Righteous, and having made himſelf a Sinner, 
his ſin being pardoned and obliterated, were 


| | there nothing elſe in the caſe, 'twere: Juſt 


with God to account of him according to 
what at firſt he -2ade' him. Nor can we, 
with any good Reaſon, abſtractedly con- 
fidering him ſo ' circumſtanced , judge of 
him otherwiſe , then as 1n a righteous, and 
ſo happy condition. Secondly, Remiſhion 
of all ſin is in its own nature conſtructively, 
and properly enough ſo called, a Righteonſ- 
eſs, According to that noted ſaying among 
the Antient Chriſtians, Hominis juſticia eſt 
Dei Indulgentia > He that i chargeable 
with zo offence at Gods Tribunal , as he 1s 
not that has all his fins both of omiffion and 
commiſſion judicially and authoritatively for- 
given, mult needs be Reputed upon ever: 
terms with an Obſerver of the whole Law, and 
have a right to all the advantages appurte- 
nant to an izxocert perſon. To want any of 
them were'pera damni, and a part of pu- 
niſhment , which can have no place where 
there isno Sin nor Tranſgrefſion. Thirdly, 
Man is a Subject in which righteouſneſs, or 
unrighteouſneſs do neceſlarily izhere, and to 
which by virtue of his Conſtitution and Re- 
lation they -are. inſeparably appertaining - 
| | . Ju 


18 Tuſtificaion Evangelical, | 
Juſt as light and derkreſs neceſlarily relate / 
to Aire , health and ſickreſs to our bodyes: | 
And they are centraryes that expel each o- | 
ther, and from a zeceſſity in their own Na- * 
tures ſucceed each other in their Exiſtance | 
in ſuch Subjedts. Ar perfedtly free from all ! 
darkneſs, muſt of neceſlity be ſuppoſed to ! 
be light. If a body be free from all fort of | 
fckneſs, it muſt needs be ſippoſed in perfect : 
health : Soif a Mar be freed wholly from ! 
all ſort of «wrighteouſneſe, he ought not, nor !' 
cannot be otherwiſe judged of then as a ' 
Juſt and a Righteous perſon; there being no ' 
third ſtate imaginable in ſuch caſes. Fourth- ' 
ly, If Gods Pardon of all a mans fin ſhould ; 
not ipſo faFo, inſtate him in a Righteous | 
condition, andrender him perfectly a Righte- 
ous perſon, one of theſe two things would 
unavoidably inſue ; Either that there muſt | 
be ſome third ſtate of a man that is neither | 
Righteous nor Unrighteous , which 1s 1n the | 
nature of the thing utterly Impoſlible to be, 
or elle that God might fully perdor an n- | 
righteous man, that is, a man after his pardor 
Continuing {till ſo to de, and that a man 
mizht remein #nrighteous, and ſo obnoxious | 
to Puniſhment, »:ſerable and unhappy , (con- | j 
_ trary to What the Pſalmiſt lo often ſayes, | 
That he 3s bleſſed that hgs his ſins forgiven, ) | 
after all his fins are Pardoned, and he- has | 
reaped 
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 "Fuftification Evangelical. 19 
reaped'the whole benefit of Gods Forgive- 
neſs: Toimagine either of which , were ci- 
ther extreamly- Impious, or Fooliſh, or Both, 
Fiftbly,' The:Apoſtle tells us, that 4! »n- 
—__ ſin, ( the Scripture carryes us 
no farther) and «ll fir is ſome way or 0- 
ther. 2 breach and ty reſſron of ſome Law. 
Now where all ſort Gin 1s Forgiven, both 
of Omiſhon and Commiſſion, 4 man is in 
the ſame ſtate as ifhe had ever offended , and 
if ſo , capable of o charge of ſir, and ſo of 
no charge of axrighteenſoeſ , and fo cannot 
by ftrif rules of Tuſtice , be otherwiſe ad- 


' judged and accounted of then as a Righteows 
| perſon. Freedom from all unrighteouſteſs 
| (Which Pardon of all (in neceſlarily includes) 


does ipſo faFFo conſtitute a man Righteons, 
and denominate him from the Reaſon of the 
thing, ſo tobe, And the truth is, a perſon 


; whoſe Fault isrewrifted, and he judicially ac- 

; quitted upon plenary Lori vr made, is (in 
| point of true and legal Juſtification, and be- 
! ing accounted Righteous thereupon) upon 


ever termes With him that is Accuſed, and 
Juſtifyed by being found 7#nocext; Becauſe 


| the Ruſe of Righteouſneſs and Juſtification 


1s the Law and the Judgement reſulting from 
thencez Moſt efpecially when we are ac- 


! quitted at the i»fallible- Tribunal of God 
| according to His ribgteons Laws, The A- 


C 2 poſtle 
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poſtlesQueſtion, (ſo;pregnantly, Negative) | 
may yery well be asked, Jf:God,juftify, who | 


ſhall either Charge or Condemn 8... *t 
. Secondly, 1t appeaxs by; ſeyeral Fexts; that 

whomlqever God-paxdons ,*. he reckons. as 

Righteows, and is in.the Scripture-accepta- 


tion ſaid. to juſtify. thereby. _ In. the. 4th. of 


the'Roxe. where the: Apoſtle is proving, - that 
Righteouſneſs and. Juſtihcation . is; nat by 
works and merit, but by | free- forgiveneſs 1n 
the Goſpel way of.Believing: he' fayes. in 


the 6. ver. Even as David alſo deſcribeth the *' | 
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bleſſedneſs of the man to whom. God- imputeth * 
righteonſneſs without works. Here the A- - 


polile. gives you . Davids ſenſe ip his own | 
words ,-and then. quotes Davids words, ſay- | 


ing, Bleſſed are they; whoſe iniquitzes are fore 
given, aud whoſe. ſins, are covered, Bleſſed js 


the man to whom the 1 ord will . not impute | 


iniquity. By which tis plain paſt all denyal, ? 


that 7zputing righteonſneſs withouk works, and 


frec forgiveneſs of fin;"and not imputing iniquity, | 


4 


are the ſame, this. be but admitted, that | 
oft. Paul kyew how to interpret the words of ; 
David, In. the.24. FEpiſt. to; the Corinth. | 


chap. 5th. the Apoſtle there / tells us, that 


Z 
bes 
Oh 
z 


; 


God is in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him- | 


ſelj, not imputing their treſpaſſes. God, upon ; 


of 


LIMI 


01 imputing ſin, is reconciled.” ; Now if up- | 
on Not imputing fan, He did ,not account 


; 
- 
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) of. us:s «Righteous, _;twete: mpoſGble-he 
0 | {ſhould hezfo;Reconcileds For Gpd:cahnot 
be reconcyledtoany man icortinbing-mrrighte- 
t | 0x54 aridþunder the-noudn of: a; Farxcy. In 
s | .ruth\Thtonghour the:Seriptuse, all the chu- 
- | yaGers of richtcour: pcrion; . ofa. Happy and 
f | Blefed raiſon, ac ilgiven toaPardojed 
t / perfor inAs all wifirp: wes. introduced? by 
for, ' to: mafiftefts Cuiys, rxtreamr hatred of 
It: .So all. happineſs '18:attained. -by' the for- 
giveneſs of it: to tellns of. what. value Gods 
forgiveneſs 15 4c2and what can ; moſtimable price 
It coſt... In the ſenſe of the Gafpel: (which 
isa Law Enacted that peculiarly provides 
for the-Juſtification of an Ottencr) a righte- 
ous perſon.is.a pardoned perſon , fo. Calvin 
ablerves.::, Crum veniam peccatorum | Fri 
conſecutt Tuſti habemw coran Deg. Inſtit. lib. 
3. ch. 171 And a.pardencd perion 18 a juſti- 
fzed perſon; and a juſtifyed perſon 'is'.4: bleſſed 
perfon., ' Pardo, Juſtification ,, Rightcouſ- 
eſe, Bleſſedneſs, are mfeparably Conjoyn'd : 
The 4th. of. the om. and ather Texts. are a 
ſufficient Proof of it. 

Thirdly, From a due conſideration of that 
Order arid: Method God'is pleaſed to uſe in 
the Pardotiing of Sinners : 'This /trinth _ will 
be farther'matifeſt,and appear to beimmove- . 
! ably fixed + upon theſe. two foundations. 
t | Firſt, Every finner 'is pardoned upon the 
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22 Taſtification Evangilical. 
ſoore of ſuch a:Satisfafttzon made as honours, 
and: ſatisfies the: Law as much as -if it had 
never been broken; or as if: being. broken, 
the utzoft perralty had been inflicted : Now 
ſuch CitistaQtion 1s in it (elf vertually Righte- 
ouſneſs, and when accepted in judgement , 1s 
ABually fo; ' Secondly , Every inner is in 
fat pardoned (and not before) upon the per= 
formance of ſuch a Condition as God is pleaſed 
by the Covenant of his Grace to account for 
righteouſneſs, and ſo to accept: And that 1s 
Believing,and being poſleſled of Goſpel-fazth; 


Which Faith we are often tokd is 7z»yputed | 
for righteouſneſs. Whoever believes, is Righte- | 
cas \n the Judgement of the Goſpel-Zaw; for | 


It 15performing the condition required by it 
on out part to be performed, and 1s our 
Covenant-Keeping. Now, whoſoever :1s{o 
Circumſtanced in a judicial pardon obtamed 
from the Great and Infallible Judge of all 
the Earth , upon ſuch a ſatisfation made, 
and ſuch' a Condition performed, is certain- 
ly well intitaled to-a Righteous flate and con- 
djtion, 141 


A Fowth conkderation. to make good 
the Definition -T have given ſhall be this. 
Gods Jaſtifying a'finner is as has been ſaid, 
his giving. Sentence ' with 'the guilty party. 


Now God , whoſe Judgement 1s. ever ac-. | 
. ; | cording ; 
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Tuſtifccation Evangelical. 2T 
cording to Truth, cannot give Sentence with 
4 Guilty perſon upon the ſcore of Inzocency ; 
His Ju agar therefore of (uch a one,(con- 
ſider it which way you will ) muſt needs be 
included in his Forgiveneſs of him. He muſt 
of neceſſity be reſtored to a righteous con- 
dition in a way of pardon, and cannot be fo 
upon any other account. That which ſome 
ſay [ That Juſtifying, and bare and abſolute 
Forgiving , are, in themſelves conſidered, 
two diſtinct things : One being a voluntary 
at of Grace, the other a neceſſary effe&t of 
' | Juſtice] willnotat all reach this caſe, ſup- 
_ 2 poſing it to be true : For a ſinners Juſtificati- 
 # on reſults not from free and abſolute Par- 
| don, nor conſiſts in itz but a ſinner is par- 
doned and juſtified ina way judicial, in pur- 
ſuance. of a Law, by pleading an ample /a- 
tisfation made: The greateſt exerciſe of 
favour in ſuch a caſeſeems tolye in the ac- 
ceptance of the ſatisfaction. Now God, who 
is the Party offended, and the Judge , de- 
claring himſelf to be abundantly ſatisfied 
concerning the ſins of the world, by what 
Chriſt has ſuffered and doxe, (and it being 
perhaps highly requiſite, the Nature of 
Chriſts ſatisfaction conſidered in point of 
Juſtice too, that he ſhould ſo be) the Par- 
don and Juſtification of a finner are eminent 
cfiefs of his Juſtice , as well as of his Grace 


and 
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and Mercy : And it, becomes:a Righteous 
thing now with God to pardon and juſtifie an 
offender, fo qualified-27# Judgement. For, it 
muſt be con(ider'd, that although the Ground 
and Foundation of our Salvation, and the 
whole of it in its. contriving and effecting, 


1s nothing elſe but free and abſolute grace and | 
Divine goodneſs, yet:in ſuch a Method, and *' 
after ſuch a Manner 1s Grace diſpenced, that |} 


in every Step that.ts taken toward the Sal- 
vation of a ſinner; God appears Righteous 
as well as Gracious, and Jruftice and Mercy 
do kiſs each other. But ſtill the 9 way 


of ſuch a.one muſt, exiſt in his 


all obligation to.Peniſhment;,;;{tands ref u5 


in Curie , nO charge from the | Law. can be 


brought again(t him,: and he is ; upon ever 
terms 1n the eye of the Law, : with thoſe who 
never ffended. Nor can it be. otherwile : 
For.no ſatisfaFtion, be it never. ſo Great, can 
put an Oftender out of xeed of forgiveneſs, 
nor can it operate farther then to obtair for- 
giveneſs, and fo free him from condemnation, 
and conſtitute him judicially righteous. Tis 
true, that this is not ſ#ch a Juſtification as an 


innocent perſon obtains in Judgment - But | 
"tis ſuch a one as an offender is only capable | 
of ,, and has a//1n the effeds and 'advantages | 
that the other has, and may be as truly and ' 

gow | 


ardon , by : 
which he obtaines a. Legal Diſcharge from 
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properly termed Jaſtification:* And whoever 
denyes1t,makes the Fuſtificatox bf an offender 
utterly ImpraCticable, and Impothible. 


—_ 
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A Nd thusT have gone through: thefirſt 
": Promie I: obliged my ſelf -to', which 
was,. to give an account of what is meant in 
Scripture by Juſtification. We are not Juſtified 
as righteous and innocent perſons, by having 
Chbriſts righteouſneſs perſonally imputed to us 
45 Our own, and we accounted m Judgment to 
have done what Fe did, and acquitted as ſin- 
leſs thereupon : 'Sach apprehenſions are'vain, ' 
and , have no ;bottom in Scripture. But we 
are Juſtified ( asin' indeed+ and in truth we 
are) as S7-mers y that is, By 'pteading ample 
Satisfation made for our ſins in Chriſt, and 
our ow? performance of that Goſpel-conditio' 
which God has'made neceffary to our par- 
ticipation ofithe- Benefits of it : Upon which' 
Plea God is graciouſly pleafed judzcially to 
pardon our fins, to account of us as FRiphte- 
ous thereupon, and to deal with us according- 
ly; that is, Legally to intitle us to all the 
grace and gloyy promiſed inthe Goſpel. 

Divers 


Divers Obje&iens are raiſed againſt theſe 
Conceptions of Juſtification, the value where- 
of ſeems tome to reſult rather from the Au- 
thors of them, ( ſundry Learned and Worthy 
men) then from any weight in themſelves. 

' The moſt Material are theſe three. 


Firſt, It is ObjeFed , That when the Scrip- 
tre deſcribes Juſtification by Forgiveneſs 

.: [of ſim, it ſpeaks Synecdochically , and 
expreſſeth the Whole by a Part. So in the 
-* +ygth. to the Rom. and other Texts, And 
i. i'thet Text Rom. 4- v. 25. is' much inſifled 
1-0 to prove that Tuſtification implyes more 


> #hen Forgivenneſs of ſin- 


'This ObjeGion, -it will be acknowledged, 
can be of no force, unleſs it be proved that. 
the Scripture does in other places aſcribe 
ſome gather diſtme-perts to Juſtification. There 
can--be but oxe mote with any colour pre- 
tended, and that is [ Adjudging Righteous 
upon the ſcore of ſome righteauſneſs. } Now 
it has been before proved , That Pardoning 
of fin upon Chrilts ſatisfaFior contains in it 
imputing righteonſniſs without works , and 
thatin the Apoſtles ſenſe they are all one. 
When we are told in ſome Texts that we are 

Jaſtified by Chrift : in others, That we obtain 
forgiveneſs of fin by Chrift : and in _ 
; at 
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"That we 'are made righteons by Chriſt : By an 
impartia)] comparing the Scripture with it 


ſelf it appears that oze and the ſame thing is 
intended : For whoever, upan the perfor- 
mance of the Goſpel-condition,ts legally Inte» 
reſted in Chriſts fatisfation, and thereupon 
aQtually Pardoned, is alſo thereby Jaftified 
and adjudged to be Righteous by the order 
and appointment of God in that caſe ; and 
inthis' the Scripture is every where very po- 
ſirive and: plain. That when the: Scripture 
deſcribes Juſtification by Forgiveneſs of fin, 
ir deſcribes it Syzecdechically, expreſling the 
whole by apart , there is no good reaſon at 
all to befleve, but quite the contrary, That 
deſcribes it comprehenſruely. For it appears- 
by-' Scripture-evidence, that ' tha whole forms: 
of: Juſtification is compriz d therein ; and the 
Scripture deſcribes it moſt gezerally by perdow 
of fn, and moſt-.fully in thoſe-places where. 
it treats moſt {zrgely and expreſsly of it. In 
the forementi 4th. chap. to the: Row... 
twill -appear very plain to any impartial 
Reader, That the Apoſtle there without any 
Synecdoche, deſcribes Juſtification in its fall 
latitade, 1f we conſider theſe things. Firſt, 
thathe there fully and compleatly ſets out 
the. Juſtification of: Abraham, who in the- 


' manner of his Juſtification ,, was to be the 


great pattern of Juſtification to all ſucceed- 
ing 


2% Tuſlifeation Evangolicak 


ing-ages;, and the whole birincſs of Gofpel- 
Juſtification was compriz/diumithe way: and | 


manner. of; his: Juſtification. : +Secondly ,1'be 
there ſtates and: determines 'the Grand and 
Deepeſt: point:about Juſtification , whether 


It:be. by faith'or works. * Now if he hadnot | 
defcribed it. inits full extentand latitude; and.) 
taken in; the whole. of. Juſtification in: that | 
Quotation outiaff) avid, by which heproves | 


twnot by we#kr but by. free: forg7veneſzigi this 
Reaſoning -had'not been Cogent :! For) the 
Jews might» welk have replyed , you ifpeak 
but of: #e-gart of \ Juſtification, 'and'{0!obn+ 
chudenot ; cnch the whole:\; That part -ndetd 
you prove toiconfiſt in thei ;forgivenPſril off ſix 


mihe way oft ſaith, but: it; appears not! but | 
that\theremays be: other perts wife wTJultitficas | 


tion, and they may reſule.fromworksi2):And 


ſo'a-man niaf\be-s5m part juſtified by, free"; fove. | 
gvenefs -and';gners?, 'andvgu; purt by. werky. | 
Rpoſtle very\plaialy. makes) the | 


Thirdly, the 
bleſſedneſs that David deſciibes{ which is thi 


bleſſedneſs ofi:pardon.iand #ot; imputing iiinir- | 


_ gaity) to be:the 'bleſſednb(s:of: Juſtification; 

Fas; in the 9th. ver. Cometh-this bleſſedrieftmp* 
on the'cireumifion' only, Or npanthe wncoroxn” 
ciſeer «tſo ?! thatys, the bleiſedneſs of >Fgti- 
fication by: faith ;+which is Davids blefſedneſe 
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of perdon..: Now. twere abſurd to imagine: | 
thatthe Apoſtle (hould tell: us ithat. the Bleſs: | 
vn ſedneſs : 
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| ; confiſts of zwo diſtin parts. Fulſt, Remiſſtor 
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{dnes.of Jyſtification.( which, muſt needs 


| xglate,'tq the: whole of..1t.} does conſiſt in 


iqapnting rithteouſueſs without. works , which 
he makes to,be.all one with theipardon of ſon, 


| and not  i9pputing '{niquity., unleſs Juſtihcati- 
' OR Were, fally compriz'd therein, and it it were 
| ſothe pO of. it, that it did, as we ſay, dare 
| eſſe tO it : [For nothing .elfſe can properly 


contain the Bleiſedneſs of it. . GN 
', Tf it be meant by thoſe that thus ObjeR, 
Thatby Pardon of {in the Scripture does'not 
expre(s rhe whole Ffe&s that accrue by Juſti- 


| fication - That will be readily granted; for 
' our:Pardon and Juſtification is but our Title 


in T.aw to the Grace and Glory of the Go- 


| ſpel,; 1s ot the very things —_— though 


| they are all virizally contain 


therein, -and 
inſeparably conjoynzd to it by the inſtitution 
of God: For, Whom he juſtifies, them he 
ſan#ifies, and whom he ſandifies, he glorifies. 


| And. the Apoltle 1n the 26-:o0t the As; con- 


joynes, as inſeparable, forgiveneſs of ſin, aud 
heving an inheritance amongſt them that. are 


| ſuniZified. But if the meaningbe, That the 


whole form of, a. ſinners Juſtification properly 
taken ,_ and as we find it ſpoken of in $c1ip- 
ture;- be. ot compriz'd mn the Forgiveneſs. of 
fin; 'twill appear to be a Miſtake, Thoſe 
that thus Obje&, tell us our Juſtification 


of 
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of ſr, Secondly, Adjudging to be Riphteous': 
Bi ſtanding wi £ EM botton , the 
firſt upon Chriſts } - oy . obedience, and the 
other upon his A@:ve (though in the Scrip- 
ture we read not one Syllable- of any ſuch 
thing.) Theſe two I have proved before 
are in the Scripture-method' conjoyxed : 
Whoever 1s by God, upon the belief of the 
Goſpel, for the ſake of Chriſt , judicially 
. pardoned, is thereby Juitified and accounted 
+ as Righteous , and the fatisfation of Chriſt 
is reckoned and imputed by God to, all Be- 
levers, 1n thoſg efeFs, and for thoſe ends and 
purpoſes ; nor can it be rationally ſuppoſed 
to be otherwiſe imputed : For no other per- 
ſons Righteouſneſs performed, or SatisfaQi- 
on made on my behalf, can come to be any 
other way juſtly accounted mize, then in the 
effets and advantages of it. It can never be 
a Juſt Judgment to adjudge »ve to have Per- 


done by azother , thoughit was done oh #/y 
behalf, and be reckoned to my account. There 


isno other poſſible way by which any man. 


can come to be accounted Righteous 1n 
Judgment, but either by a righteouſneſs i»- 
herent in onr ſelves, ( which does conſtitute 
us 272 90cent, 

Chrift made ours in a way of per ſonal inepu- 
tation (which muſt make us alſo to be thi 


fied 


—_ performed ey ſelf what was aQually | 


or by the Righteouſneſs of | 
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fied as inrocents, and not as offenders. ) The 
firſt is affirmed by the PapifFs, and the later 
by many Learned: Proteſtants ; The Over- 
throw of both which opinions, I ſhall here- 
after endeavour'in this Diſcourſe, and there- 
by fully return Anſwer to this and all other 
Objections of this nature. 

That Text Rom. 4 v. 25. is much preſſed 
and infiſted on; But upon great Miſtake, 
as' will eafily be made tg appear. The words 
are, Who was delivered for our offences, and 
w4s raiſed again for our Tuitification. Which 
words are not to be taken as if there were 
two _— ends in Chriſts Death and Re- 
ſurre igze, the one to obtain pardor 7 fire, 
and the other to juſtifie, (And ſo to divide 
between them two, whereas in truth the 
Apoſtle makes them oye and the ſame thing) 
But the natural meaning and intendment of 
the Holy Ghoſt 1n that text is this, That, AU 


| that Chriit did, and ſuffered, was upon our ac- 


count: He was delivered to death upon the\ 


' account of our fins, 9x T& mregnTo{uant waar, 


for our greateſt ſins and utmoſt Apoitacy, (for 
that ſenſe is included in the word meggars- 
wax ) and roſe again upont the ſawe account, 
to juitify us from the condemning power of theme. 


| By being delivered for our offences, and riſing 
| again pa our Fuilification , the Apoſtle in- 


tends the ſame thing, which is, to juitifie and 


fave 


z2 FTuſtification Evangelical. 
ſave vs. from- our. fins: And the latter 'ex> 
preſſion is exegetical of the former. 'Tis: to 
1nſtruct us thar Chriſts Death and ReſarretFi- 
07, the whole that he tranſacted, had oxe ren- 
dency, and was al/ 1n order--to.oze. and the 
ſame end. For in ſome Texts we are ſaid to be 


jutified by his Death, and by his Blood; ſo | 


' that he Dyed for our juſtification , as. well 
as roſe again tor it. The Scripture no where 
affords us the leaſt, wazzant'to aſlign oz 
diſtin& end to Chrilſts deaths. and another to 
his reſurreFion. Nay ,. . the. Apoſtle himſelf 
upon another occaſion, MRozz. 14- ven. 9. 
poſitively conjoyns them as inſeparable. 1n 
their ends ; For this end ((ays he) Chriſt both 
dyed and roſe again, Whatever Chriſt dyed 
for, he roſe again for. His Riſing again did 
not. induce any farther, or other eds, then 
were his Death , butonly compleat and per- 
fi the whole Deſign and Intendment there- 
of. For although Chriſt dyed for our (ins, 
yet if he had not Riſen again, we could not 
have reap'tthe Fruit and Effet of his Death. 
His own: Juſtification, as Mediator, and ſo 
ours, depending upon his ReſurreGion as the 


ſupream and Glorious Eftect of his Deity, and | 


that whereby he was declared to be the Sow of 
\ God mightily from heaven. 71 
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Secondly, 'Tis Obje®ed , That Remiſſicn 


off ſin doth only take away the guilt, or or- 
dination to puniſhment,” but doth not re- 
move the Sin itfelt's arid therefore Juſtifi- 
cation canmot conſiſtint. Although par- 
don: of fin do make as if fin had never 
been in reſpet} of the guilt of it, yet not in 
reſpec of. the denomination of the Sub- 
ject. Althongh David: was pardoned, yer 
his pardon did not make him a Juit man 
in thoſe as of his Murder ani Adultery : 
He was truely a Murderer and an Adul- 
terer notwithſtanding. Juſtification doth 
not denominate a manto beJult, and a 
righteouſneſs 7s requiſite unto it. A man 
is not Juſtitied , and therefore Jult 5 but 
zmſt be Jalt, aud therefore Jultifted , 72 
the order of Juſtification. 


2 To this I Anſwer 1n theſe three things. 
t | Firſt, by Gods forgiving of fin in a Judi- 
. | cial way, as much is done to obliterate 
2 | and extinguiſh it in its proper denomina- 
© | tion as is poſſible 3 and nothing but Gods 
1 | forgiveneſs could have done ſo zzuch. For 
f | he forgiveth as the Suprears Soveraign and 
Lord of all: And his forgiveneſs 1s not 
| only the effect of his mercy, but the re- 
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{ult of all his infinite Attributes. He is 


pleaſed with a redundancy of Grace to.ex- | 
preſs himſelf in Scripture to us. about this | 
matter, that we might have. a ſtrong con- | 
ſolation therein. As firſt, That he will turn | 
his face from” onr ſins, Plal. 51. Secondly, | 


That he will remember them no more, Ila. 42. 
Thirdly, That he will not impute them, Pal. 
32. Fourthly, That he will caſt them in- 
to the depths of the ſea, Mica. 7. And fifthly, 
that he will caſt them behind his back, Iſa. 
33. Now I (ay, Where God hath fo for- 
given fin, all the effeFs and conſequences of 
it as ſuch an Action are utterly extin- 
guiſhed ; and (o zt ſelf ceaſeth after a ſort 
tobe. And he that hath committed Ads 
of- ſin, when he 1s Legally pardoned , 1s 
no more a Izzmer, nor ought he in Juſtice 
{5 to be accounted: For, 'twas the judgment 
of the Law by which he is Acquitted, that 
ma de him ſo to be. 'Tis true , thoſe ſin- 
tal Acts do not naturally ceaſe to be, 
but all that was zZz thoſe Ads obnoxious 
to the Law, from whence thetr finfulnels 
aroſe,, upon Judicial pardon, legally ceaſ- 
eth tobe; and that is fufhcicnt in this caſe: 
For we are not; 1n the diſcourſe of this 
point, making jnquiries 1nto a xatural, or 
metaphyſicel exiſtence of things , but only 
mr a judicial and legal. Se- 
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Secondly, Let it be thus farther conſfder- 


| ed, that nothing can more extinguilh the 
; denomination. of //z and ſzrer, then Legal 


and Judicial pardoy. As, take it in the 
preſent inſtance of David, in thoſe finful 


' Ads of his: The Ads, *tis true, were the 


ſame, naturally conſidered, after his par- 
don that they were before : but legally and 
forenſically conſidered, they were zot - And 
how is it poſſible to be otherwiſe, but 
that the very a&#s' muſt be ftill ratarally 
the ſame? For ſuppoſe the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt to be perſonally imputed to David, 
( as thoſe that thus Object would have 
It to be, ) to denominate him a Righte- 
ous perſon, and fo render' him a fit ſub- 
ject for Juſtification ; ſuch Imputation will 
not make the Actions of his own fin to 
be naturally otherwiſe then indeed they 
are, nor the Ovliquity of them more ceaſe 
to be then it does by Forgiveneſs : There 
being no other poſſible way to bring an of< 
fender m the judgment of the Law into a 
righteous eſtate and condition , but by 7a- 
dicial pardon. And if after ſuch pardon, 
what 1s here objeted be true, that the 
denomination of ſ/# and finer as ſuch, 
notwithſtanding remain z it will unavoid- 
ably follow, by the ſtrift Doctrine of per- 
D 2 ſonal 
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ous 1n reſpeR of Chriſts righteouſne(s , per- 
ſonally made his own by. zwputatiaz , and 
yet he may. be juſtly. denominated a f7- 
zer however; For although his ſins be par- 
doned and ceaſe to be, inrefpe of the guilt 
of them, yet not in reſpec&t.of the deng- 
mination of the ſybjef, as 'tis here Ob- 
jected. Whoeyer that was once an offex- 
der, comes to be juſtly accounted righte- 
ous, muſt firſt be fully cleared from, the 
denomination of an offender, tor thoſe two 
are. viſibly inconſiſtent in-one ſubject. And 
nothing elſe can more. Etiect that, then for- 
giveneſs. | | 

_ Tarxrdly, To the Jatter part of the Ohb- 
1:ction, [ That JuStifitation doth denomi- 
nate a man to be juſt, and 4 righteouſneſs is 
requiſite to it : A man is not. juſtified, and 
therefore juſt ; but juſt, and therefore juſtified, 
in the order of Tuſtification. ] I Antwer, 
The firſt thing affirmed heremn 5 That Julti- 
fication Aoth denominate a, man to be juſt, 
aud a. righteouſneſs is requiſite to it , is thus 


onal. imputation , that a many} may be_un- | 
der the. proper denomination. of a rjghte- ' 
ous man and a. finer at one and the lame | 
time , ( which implyes a tond Contradifti- | 
on :-) For a man may be accqunted rigbte- þ 


true: That Juſjification neceſſarily fppoſerh | 
| a | 


Tuſtrfication Evangelical, 27 
| a than to be juſt, -and it includeth the 
' | Abtiof} of His being ſo one of theſe twp 
' | Wayes, either 7»herently, or legally and j- 
"| dicially; the one relates to' an 7nncent per- 
| | ſons Jaltification, the other to anofſenders,* 
| | And when juſtified, they are both alike juſt 
1'Law-ſerſe; though differently to be con- 
{idered in the '74ner of their Juſtification, 
and in thei antecedent condition to it.” He 
that-is not juſtified upon'z#hertirt righteonſ- 
weſs * but is an offender , he'can only. ar- 
yve at the ſtate of a, juſt -man'by Legal ac+ 
tnitment in judgment), and by having a 6 
tence 11 law pals for him : For whatever ſatis- 
faFion he makes, { thougHir be true, that 
there 1s virtiafly contained a righteouſneſs 
n ſatisfaFion, ) yet being actually anis 
fender 1 the judgment of the Law, till the 
Plea of his ſatisfaction be accepted , and he 
thereupon judicially acquitted; he can” ne- 
vef be accounted of as righreons,” and (ocan 
1 never be righticous previouſly to his Jaſtift- 
1 | cation. To' fpeak of a previous righteou f- 
F eſs, properly ſo called, requiſite to. an 
* | offenders Juſtification; ſuch as will juſtifie 
; and defend him in Judgment , has no 'tole- 
* | Table ſenſe in it : For 1t ſuppoferh, a man to 
4 | come under the notion of an offender, and 
a righteous perfon at th2 ſame time. This 
D 3 on- 
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only, is true in that caſe, that a ſufficient rea- | 
ſoz muſt be pleaded for the pardcn and. | 
Juſtification of an offender before arighteous | 
Tribunal: And that alone can be plenary fa- | 
nsfacion, and. cannot be any thipp” «lſe. 
And that, upon acceptance, muſt needs pro- 
duce Pardon. And the natural End both of 
atisfation and pardon, is to re-inſtate an of- 
fender into a righteous condition. -, 
.The ſecond my affirmed, That a man is 
xot juſtified, . and therefore juſt ; but juſt, and 
SUE ITY » 1s ante r FFor if; or it 
relates Juſtification ſolely and ſingly to 7x- 
nocents,. and renders the Juſtification of of 
fenders { about. which the Scripture is only 
converſant) utterly i-zpra@&icable and im- 
poſſible. Perſons inherently righteous are julti- 
fied becauſe fourd ſo, and their Juſtificati- 
on 1s but affirmative and declarative of ſuch 
Inherent righteouſneſs - But offenders are 
brought into the ſtate of Juſt men upon /e- 
gal pardon and diſcharge : Nor can any 
SatisfaCtion in its nature operate farther. 


Thirdly, "Tis Objefed, That God requires 
4 poſitive righteouſneſs of us, conformable 
unto his Law in the perfe@ obligation of it : 
And therefore it follows, that meer remiſhi- 
on of ſin, under what diſti:Gion ſoever, 

Ccan- 


7Jaflifi:ation Evangelical, 29 
. cannot be our righteouſneſs. Remiſſnon of (ir: 


frees from puniſhment, but 'tzs perte&t obe- 
dience that entitles us to eternal happineſs. 


To this I anſwer , Legal ſprle ſs. righteouſ- 
eſs which the Law requires, God accepts 
ſatis fattion for in Chriſt : 'Tis Goſpel-rigbte- 
onſneſs we are now toenquire after. If God 
had not. accepted Chriſt jn our ſtead; and 
his fatisfijon to aniwer for all our oblige- 
ments tothe law, as a Law of works, and 
ſuper-induced a better covenant thereupon 
this Argument had been good - But ſeeing 
he has, 'tis of no force at all. The Apoſtle 
tells us, Rom. 10. 4. that Chriſt 3s the end of 
the Law for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
leveth. To underitand which expreſſion 
of the Apoſtle aright, we muſt conſider, 
Finem alicujus rei (as the School-men 
ſpeak ) diet dupliciter , in quem tendit res 
vel nateraliter, vel ex ordinatione Agentis. 
The End to which the Law naturally tend- 
ed, was ſuch a particular perſonal ſinleſs-righ- 
teouſneſs mn each man as he might juſtifie hinr- 
ſe/f upon, and claim the r-ward promiſed 
as a debt due. This end the Jews purtued 
and ſought after , and the Apoſtle rejects, 
as appcars in' the 3d ver. Bur the en4 to 
which the Law tended by the ordination of 

D 4 God, 
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God, was Chriſts righteouſneſs to make ſa- 
tisfaFion for aur. diſobedzence, and there- 
by to introduce another method of Juitifi- 
cation in a way of ſfzith and believing , that 
we might no longer be under a. Law of 
works , but under a Law of grace. The 
Law could not attain its natural end, by rea- 
ſon of mans impotency; and {o''twas ws 
ſehoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt, Nor did - 
it 7- Chriſt, for the, Law required an wm 
finning righteouſneſs from every particulay 
perſon , and not from Chriſt to ſatisfie for 
all others : That depends purely upon Gods 
ordination. To all unbelievers the Law re- 
mains {ti}l mn force as 1t was firſt given , and 
the wrath of ' God 'abides upon them thereby: 
but to thole that bebzeve , and'1o are. with» 
1m.the Kingdom-of the Mediator, the Law 
is z0t #2 force ; as a Law of: works, but re- 
effabliſbed by im as part of the New Law, 
ang uponthe - ſame gracions terms that all 
other goſpel-precepts are: For the Apolthe 
tells-us, me are" mot under the Law, but 
»nder grace; andryet tells us alto, the. law 
zs eftabliſhed by the Goſpel. All that diſcuſs 
this point, ought {Ul to conlider, that our 
Juſtification isnot Legal but Fwuangelical : 
For we are juſtified with reſpe& to the 
Law that is intereſted 1n'C briſts ſatisfa@tion, 
| upon 
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 1ipen performance of'the Goſpel-Condition, 
andnot otherwile.. '*Fisnot by'the Law of 
Works, any way confidered-; that we are 
AQually : and + Perſdnially juſtified. - * The 
. &paltle ſo conchides'; Rowe. 3. 389." A than i 
fbbsfied withoat the! deeds of the '[av'+ But 
tis by the /awof faith. Whatever the Law 
of works requires, - God has accepted of” ſx- 
trifaion foriour non-performance of it, in 
our Syrety and Repreſentative, and has im- 
powered him 'to: offergſalvation upon the 
terms of a better covenant. And the righte= 
 onja&fr: of God ( the Apoſtle tes us) is pt 
Yranifeſied without the law.” Out Juſtificati- 
on. 15, now upon the terms of a #ew recove- 
ring law af grace': And 'tis the righteou(- 
Neis of #has we are now- only" obliged to 
perform. When we are impleaded at the 
Bar of the Law; we plead ſatisfaGion in 
Chriſt tor our Non-performance 5 when we 
are \mpleaded« at the Bar ofthe Goſpel, and 
put to prove our perſonal intereſt and pro- 
prietyin that ſatisfattion,then we are obhged 
to: manifeſt our performazce of the GoſpeF- 
condition; and. evidence 'the truth of out _ 
faith, by which'we are mtituled to it? 
Our Plea muſt then lye there. ' So that with 
reference tothe Law we-are Juſtified, that 
is, Judicially pardoned and ——_— pla 
| | | juag- 


/ 
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judgment , upon ſatisfaFion made 3 with 
reference to the Goſpel , upon performance | 
of the condition. And faith looks both 
wayes , reſpects both the, aw and the:Go- 
fſpcl, and comprizeth all that isrequiſite to 
our Juſtification, with reference to. both, 
All the Charge of the Law it Anſwers, ra- 
tione Objedi, 1n relpedt of its Obje&, which 
15 Chriſt : And all that is required by the 
Goſpel, ratione ſui, as being it ſelf the per- 
formance of the Cqndition annexed there- 
ugto. To ſuppoſe that every Jultified 
perſdn , as neceſlarily requiſite to his Juſti- 
fication, muſt be aFualy and perſonally 
polleſted of all that urſirning ob:dience, the 
ſtrict rules of the Law required , is a'great 
miſtake; for none was ever (Oo but Chrift 
himſelf, who becam2 a Publick Satisfaction 
and Ranfome for the whole. Should any 
man now be Juſtified under the law of faith, 
upon a ſtrif performance: of the law of 
works, any way conlidered, the Law would 
not then be relaxed, but ſtill ſtriFly execr- 
ted. Now the truth is, the Law is neither 
executed nIr abrogated, but relaxed and dif. 
pexced with. , Executed it is not , for who 
then could be ſaved? And the Apoltle tells 
us,” Rom. 8. There is no KolxgNgurce, 0 condent- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. And | 
| abrogated | 
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ebrogated it is not: For 'tis 11 full force (a 
dreadful conſideration to the wicked un- 
believing part of the world! ) with all its 
rigour againſt all thoſe that.do not believe 
and obey the Goſpel; and under the Go- 
ſpel it ſe}f, though we are freed from the 
carſe of the Law, yet we are ſtil] under the | 
government of the Law in the ſenſe before 
mentioned : The condemning power isonly 
taken off, the commanding power is ſtill 
continued: And, as ſome ſay, (though 
T think ſuch ought well to conlider what 
the Apoſtle ſayes, 1 Cor.-ch. 3. v. 22. )not 
all the condemning power neither m matters 
temporal, for the beſt menare ſtil] ſubjected 
to death natural and many ſorrows. And 
beſides, either a man mult be poſlefied of 
ſuch Legal Righteouſneſs i#herently, or 
imputatively ; Inherently he cannot, for the 
Scripture tells us,that by the works of the Law 


#0 man living can be juſtified : Nor can he be 


by way of imputation perſonally poſleſled 
of it : For Chriſt himſelf did not, nor could 
not, 1n perſon , perform all thoſe individual 
a#s the Law requires from every perſor that 
is Juſtified by it: For, when Chriſt is ſaid 
to fulfill all righteouſneſs , 'tis meant all made 
neceſlary by the law of his Medzatorſhip for 
himſelf to perform, and not what every 7#:- 

dividual 
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dividnal man was bound to:pcrform. 'And 
thetefore 'no fach! im1putation 'can ever be 
fippoſed , unkf8'we will ſuppoſe God to 
account ##e, to have done'that. 3 Chriſt 
which Chriſt #evoridid bimfelf, and in the 
Nature of the: thing 'twas- 742poſſible hg 
fhonld dot Or elſe to account: we. to have 
done in »ixe own perſon , all thatChrifttims 
ſHfdid in his perſon, and fo. to be #rohteonus 
in the very ſze-ſpotleſs way.,' and to the 
ſame tranſcendent degree that Chriſt was: 
"Fhewonly difference between thoſe that af 
fert the form of. Juſtification to'confiſt in the 
pardon of fin, andithoſe that ſay 'tis requiſite 
befides forgiveneſs-.of (im, ' farther to take 
In the righteouſneſs of Chriſt by inipitatiane, 


and that we ſhould be pronounced righteous 


mjudgment therein, is this, Whether Chriſts 
rightcouſheſs ſhall: be- reckoned and im- 
puted to us m'a way. of Satisfatlion made 
fos our fins aud diſhbedicnce., wepon a fintcers 
bclief of the Goſpel, and werreckoned righte- 
ogupon thati account ,.or whether it ſhall 
be to 1mputed,\ a8t0 be perſonaBy reckoned 
onr own, and to be adjudged righteons by 
God, not for;;but'in that very righteoul- 
neſs: In both:Tafes, our Juitification is bot- 
rom'd upon Chriſts above richteonſueſt , nd 
the 1492puta3ion of :it to xs; If the firſt be 


true, 
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true, then. tis. undenyable (contrary tp 
what is objeGed) that, our  7uſtification:18 
our pardon 3.and our parder upon ſatis faiti- 
on made and accepted , and. the condition 
performed, 1s that upon which we are con- 
ſtituted perſanally righteous: For ſatisfadtion 
made for an Uſracrr natyrally. and neceſia- 
rily operatcs that way, and cannot operate 
any other 1 judgment: the vertue of it muſt 
needs be iſſued in pardov. Now that the 
firft is much 7;helier to be true , and has 
much more of rational probability 1 1t, ( be- 
ſides Scripture-teſtimony, where we are 
ſaid to be Ranſom'd, Redeemd, Purchaſed, 
Bought with a price, which all relate to (4 
tisfaftion) then the Later , .does from hence 
appear; by that we are Jultilied as Sinners, 
upon compenſation made for our f/zs, and 
are brought into a Righteous ſtate by the 


-pardox of ther, which is plainly the truth 


of our caſe, and a thing ealie to be under- 
(tood, By the other, we are made to be 
jultified as Tamocexts, which 1s not the truth 
of our caſe, unleſs we will ſuppoſe God. to 
account us to have done al/ that Chriſt did, 
that is, to have performed all righteouſndfs 

without (lin , whichin fa& was not ſo; 
This Objection therefore is: wholly 
grounled upon a Miſtake, We obtain not 
Heaven 
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Heaven as the reward of the I aw, but up- 
on the promiſes of the Goſpel. Our con- 
cern is not upon what Terms the Zaw 
does juftifie, but how the Goſpe! does julſti- 
fie: Our own ſs have rendred impracti- 
cable the jxſiifying power of the Law , and 
Chriſts rightcouſneſs and ſatisfatFion has ſu- 
perſeded the condemning power of it. 


$& Git. 111. 


- Come, in the ſecond place, to conſider, 
4 What 5; the material procuring Cauſe of 
Juſtification before God ? And the Anſwer 
to it in general, is this, 'tis a SatisfaFor 
made, ſuitable to his Juſtice, for the breach 
of his Law. And this ſatisfaction conſiſts 
in the whole Aﬀive and Paſſive obedience of 
our Savior, intirely taken together , and 
the infinite xerit thereof, with which God 
declares himſelf ſo abundantly fatisfied and 
well pleaſed , that he Relaxeth the Law of 
Works thereupon, Effraſerh with the r7i- 
geur of it, and ſuperinduceth another Co- 

ant, upon the terms of which we are 


{a- 


juſtified and ſaved. God does not, upon | 
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ſatisfaction mate for the breach of the Co- 
venant of Works, thereupon immediately 


,pardon and fave us by that : But he relieves 


and releaſeth us from the obligation we 
lay under to it, and proclaims a zew Law, 
and enters 1nto another Covenant; And 'tis 
upon the terms of that we are attually par- 
doned - and juſtified. The Righteouſneſs 
and Satisfaction of C hyift fully an{wers for 
us, in reſpect of the Law: We ſtand no more 
obliged to it, as'tis a Z.aw of Works 5 and 
'tis the procuring Cauſe and formal Reaſon 
of the zew / aw of the ſaving Covenant,upon 
the terms of which, we are pardoned 
and juſtified, and which is in its nature but 
a method of forgiveneſs, and that place the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt bears in point of 
Juſtification : So that the whole 1s Origiza- 
ted in our Redeemers SatisfaGtion , and pur- 
chaſed thereby 3 the ineſtimable value 
and merit whereof, reſults from theſe four 
things , the dignity of his Perſor, the free- 
neſs and ſpontaniety of his undertaking , the 
undertaking we ſelf, and the ordination of 


:\Godn the caſe; had. there not been a con- 


currence of .all theſe, the ſatisfaftion had 
been defeCtive and ineffcttual, the Goſpel 
had never been publiſhed, Death and Con- 
demnation had ſtill rezgned , and the 
| Law 
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Law had continued ſtill in its full force and 
vertue. 2a i 103f{-:124 
Firſt, What, a ſtupendious dignity was 
there in Chriſts Perſon, in whom the fulneſs 
of the Godhead awelt bodily? 'Tis no: won- 
der we {hould be redeem'd by his blood, 
when It was the blood of God, and that the 
righteouſnels of this one ſhould redound to Alb, 
for the Tuſtification of life, as 'tis exprelled 
Rom. 5 18. when: in him dwelt all fulneſs. 
The Actions and: Sutterings: of ſach a per- 
{on mult needs be of unſpeakable value, 
becauſe of his own tranſcendent Eminency 
above all creatures , yea even. Angels, for 
he is Gods Fellow, and was in, the form of 
Gad, Whatever was done apd ſuffered 
'by a perſon {o qualified , in whom concen- 
tred all the perfe&tion both of the Hu- 
mane and. Divine nature, muſt needs be of. 
znfunite value, ,and of deſert and merit be- 
yond all bounds of imagination: *'Tis no 
wonder we ſhould be bought with ſuch a 
price: and yet nothing /eſs then this can 
we ſuppoſe ( without impeaching the wits 
dom of God, who ſawgto bring it about chisf+ 
way ) could have: anſwer'd for mans dw 
obedience , have ſtopt the current of-Di+ 
vine)Jultice, and made a fatisfaGtionfor that 
Eternity of puniſhment that became due to 
| SE- 
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\ Secondly, How free and voluntary, what 


| a meer a(t of Choice was Chrilts (ulception 


of his Mediatory work | How far was he 
cxalted beyond the reach. of: all obligation, 
or polhibility of, any Addition ! No Crea- 
ture could oblige him that was God, nor 
cuuld the Divine nature lay a Conſtraint 
upon it (elf; 'tis an eflentia] property of 
the Godhead to at freely. 'Tis true, when 
he was man he was obliged as a man; but 
he was under no engagement to become 
man. ' A, Servants work and a Creatures 


" homage was due from fim indeed , when 


a Creature. and a Servant 3 but 'twas his own 
free choice that brought him into the ſtate 
of either. . Nothing but the workings of his 
own infinite bowells of Compaſiicn over 
the fallen poſtetity of Apoſtate Adumr, could 
bring him to Tabernaclein fleſh , and take 
up his abode with the children of Men, In 
a word, he freely and out of choice became 
man, and lived a life Natural : And as free- 
ly reſign. d up his life unto death, and became 
a free-will- offering to God > So himſelt de- 
clares, Joh. 10. ver. 17. 1 lay. down my life, 
no man taketh it from me. And Mark. 10. 
25. he tells us, Fe came to Give his liſe a 
ranſom for many. And had not this been 
fo, God who is infinitely jult , could not 

E have 
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have puniſhed himin whom there was found 
20 guilt: Nor had 4t been Equal with God 
to accept him on onr behalf, unleſs he had 
reely eſpouſed onr intereſt. | 
F Thirdly, How ble is the znder- 
taking of Chriſt zz zx ſelf. Firſt , to aſſume 
humane natare, from the very firſt moment 
of which aſſumption began the ſtate of his 
humiliation , and in that nature to yield a 
perfect obedience to all the Laws of God, 
to which mankind were obliged, and in 
the ſame to undergo the penalty due up- 
on their breach, ſubmit himſelf to become 
a Curſe for us! What an amazing conſidera- 
tion is it, that the Zord of al/, ſhould be- 
come #247, 1n the form of a ſervant, and ſub- 
. jet himſelf to an obedience to all his own 
Laws, yea even of thoſe that were but the 
ſhadow (as were tht Ceremonial) of which 
he, as man incarnate, was the ſubſtance : 
And that he that was without all fin, ſhould 
ſubmit to thoſe Inſtitutions that were 
grounded upon the ſuppoſition of ſ--, and 
whoſe End and Tendency had a dire re- 
lation to-it 3 ſuch was Baptiſm and Circum- 
cifion. And yet ſo he was pleaſed to fulfill 
all righteouſneſs, to do all the Law required, 
and yet to ſuffer what it threatued. Now 


conſidering that he lay under no obligas, 
tion, 
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tion, with reſpe&to himſelf for the doing 


of any of this, what a vaſtſtock of Merit 
mult needs be -treaſur'd up for thoſe to 
whom He and the Father ſhall pleaſe to 
zmpute 1t! Tis this undertaking of Chriſt, 
that could alone face divine Juſtice , and at 


the dreadful Tribunal of the great and eter- 


nal Jehovah, be admitted as a ſufficient Plez 
and JatisfaFion for an open Rebellion from 
akft and afhes againſt Him. His obedience 
to the Law qualified with ſuch infinite pers 
fections, and repreſenting us in our nas 
ture , being both the Sox of Gad and the 
Son of man, redintigrated the honour of the 
Law to as great a degree, as if it had never 
been broken : And his voluntary ſubjecting 
himſelf to the Carſe and peralty of it , made 
as great and honourable a ſatisfaion to it, 
as if, being broken, the ntwmoſt penalty 
had been 3»fliffed upon every particular Of- 

fender. | 
Fourthly, That which compleated, per- 
fected, and crowned this ſatisfaction , was 
Gods ordination: A Statute made in Heas 
ven , that lo Chriſt being , himfelf freely 
willing, ſhould do, and that;ſhould be ac- 
cepted 1n fo doing, obtain his End, and ſee 
the travel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied. In the 
104h. of the Feb. we tind this fully A— 
E 2 Yy 
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by a Quotation out of the Pſalms, where 
David tpeaks:mn the perſon of Chriſt: Thex 
fuid'T, lo T come, in the volume of the book 
it is written of me to do they will O God. 
And in the roth. ver. the Apoſtle tells us, 
' By that Will we are ſand#ified, by the offe- 
ring up of the body of Chriſt. Inthe 3d. of 
St.. Mat. upon Chriſts being baptized , a 
voice came from Heaven and declared, Thzs 
is my beloved Son'in whom I am well plea- 
ſed: Not only with his Ferſo-,but his Office, 
with his -zediatory work and imployment, 
as being of »rine own ordination and appoint- 
ment. Upon Chriſts voſuntary underta- 
king to aſſume our nature, , and in that 
nature to repreſent xs, and to ſubject him- 
ſeif to a Law of Mediatorſhip, ſuch a Law, 
as the performance whereof, would con- 
tain a compleate ſatisfaftion to Divine 
Juſtice , God was pleaſed to ordair it fo 
to be, and that all that he Did and Suffe- 
red in that Nature, 'ſhould be accepted on 
our behalf and reckoned and accounted to 
our advantage, and that Mankind ſhould 
obtain ſalvation thereby. This Ordinati- 
'on of God was the Broad Seal of Heaven af- 
fixed ,to all Chriſt did. This ratified on 
high, ,was done here below, and made all 
the tranſation of Chriſt on Earth to paſs 
Ccur- 
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Currant in Peaver ; Had not this been co- 
; incident , nothing could have prevailed ; 
| | Had not God determin'd: above, that what 
Chriſt did and ſuffer'd on earth, ſhould be 
» | that ſatisfaction to-his Juſtice for the ſins of 
- | the world, in which he would acquieſce and 
f | be well pleaſed, and upon which he would 
L | ordain the Bleſſing, even Lite for evermore, 
5 | No pardon had been proclaimed , we had 
- | been yet in our ſins, and the ſtate of all 
» | mankind had been no better then that of 


» | the fallen Angels, and final Impenitents, 
- | even a fearful looking for of Judgment. 

[ Two great Miſtakes have ariſen in the 
X minds of many, and of many Worthy 
0 and Good mien , about this matter, the 
« reFifying of which is of great and meceſſa- 
e ry importance. Tirſt, Some have ſuppo- 
O ſed, that The whole of Chriſts ſatis- 
of tation tor our fins confiſts in his Paſſive 

n obedience: And that his Attive obe- 

O dience is imputed to us, to conſtitute 

d us Perſonally righteous in Gods ac- 

-* count — . And ſo Disjoyn the 

[- AFive and Paſſive righteouſneſs of 
n Chriſt, and apply them to Diſtini ends 

- and purpoſes. ' | 

$ 


ES 
= 


This 
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This will appear in it ſelf no way Reaſon- 
able , and without the leaft warrant from 
Scripture. Firſt, Each of theſe have their 
proper Intereſt in, and do reſpeCtively con- 
tribute tothe repairing the honour of Gods 
injured and violated Law, and do joyntly 
compleat Chriſts ſatisfaction. The honour 
of the Lawis ina twofold reſpect to be re- 


paired gaze; in the preceptive part, and in the 


threatning part. ' To what a degree is the 
Law honoured 1n the firſt reſpect, by the 
erfef obedience of God-man | How is the 
Eiftice, Holineſs and Goodneſs of it pro- 
claimed and ſolemnized thereby, when he 
diſdained not to become abedicrt to it! And 
tono leſs a degree is it honoured inthe o- 
ther reſpet; for by his dying and ſuffe- 
ring, *tis eminently declared what iz de- 
ſerved! And the Juſtice of the Law is high- 
ſy evidenced in its threatning and penalty : 
So that theſe two are by no means to be 
ſevered , for they contribute zxſeparably by 
their Effects, to the great work of making 
one. intire ſatisfaftion for the fins of the 
world, and procuring our Pardon. Second- 
ly, They are in their own nature conjays'd, 
and mutually ' participate of the qualities 
each of other: For Chriſts aFive righte- 
ouſneſs was all paſſive: His coming from 
IEC | & Heaven 
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Heaven in the form of a Servant, and yield- 
ing obedience to the Law here upon Earth 
had all vaſt humiliation and ſuffering in 1t : 
And he himſelf was ave allo jn all he 
ſuffered, to the higheſt degree, for 'twas 
an at of his own free choice, without the 
leaſt conſtraint (Oo to do. No man, could 
have taker his life, had not himſelf made 
choice of death. Thirdly , Todisjoyn theſe 
two , and aſcribe to them Diſtin& and Dif- 
ferent ends; to ſay, ( that Chriſts paſſzve 
obedience is imputed to us, to procure par- 
don of all ſix 3 and his a&ive obedience is 
imputed to us, to conſtitute us righteows,) 
ſeems dangerous 1n its conſequence ,. and 
tends to make one of them appear altoge- 
ther »ſeleſs : For if all fin, original and 
actual, of omiſſion and commiſſion were ful- 
ly anſwered for and pardoned, what need 
we more? We mult needs be brought into 
a righteous condition thereby : Becauſe the 
leaſt defe of righteouſneſs , is ſome degree 
of ſin ; and where there is no degree of 


ſin, there muſt needs be perfeF righteouſneſs. 


So if all the afive ri hteouſne s of Chriſt 
were perſonally by God in ja gement rec- 
honed to be ours, we could not at the 
ſame time be accounted as ſirmners, but in 


the utmoſt perfe#ior of innocents: And if 
E 4 | lo, 
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ſo, What need were there of Chriſts ſuf 
fering , or of any expiation for ſim? The 
Law did not require ſ#fferivg and obedience 
oth, but obliged us either to obey , or 
elſe to' undergo the penalty. Hqw much 
better is the plain Scripture-acceunt of this 
matter, where theſe two are by God; and 
Chriſt himſelf in their ezd every where cor- 
Joyn'd;, By which we are told, that the 
' whole of what Chriſt did, and ſuffired, in 
all its circumſtances unitedly contidered, 1s 
as one intire price of ineftimable value , by 
way of fatisfaFion and valuable confidera- 
tion payed unto God , and by him fo ac- 
cepted, for the redemption and Salvation 
of all fuch who ſubmit to the terms, and 
perform the coi2;tion of the Goſpel, | 


A ſecond Fliſkake about this matter , is 
this: Some _—_ conceived, that both 
the Ative and Taſſrve righteouſneſs o 
Chriſt are ſo ud fr a war oh 
imputation., that we our ſelves are 
accounted by God in judgment to have 
done, ard [uffered thoſe very things, 
that Chriſt himſelf in his own perſon,did, 
and ſuffered. | | 


This 
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'This conception isſo Groſs, thar it is not 
only to be reckoned amonglt ſuch things as 
are hard to be underſtood , but amongſt ſuch 
things as are 7wpoſſzble to be accounted for 
to any common underſtanding. The no- 
tion of 3-2pntation 1n- genera], 1s no way to 
be oppoſed (though we are no where told 
in Scripture, i terminis, that Chriſts righte- 
onſneſs is imputed to ws, ) that is, tis impol- 
ſible for us to partake qf the bexefits and 
advantages of what was done by another, as 
done in our ſtead, and upon our accourt, 
without ſome fort of imprutation. Godis 
pleaſed that the whole of what Chriſt did, 
and ſuffered, in the effeFs and advantages of 
it, ſhould accrue to ws and ovr account, be- 
cauſe he accepted him on our behalf, and in 
our fiead, and that we ſhould reap all the 
fruit *and benefit of his Medzatorſhip. And 
in thjs ſenſe God is pleaſed to i#zpute his 
whole Mediatory tranſaction unto 4x, but 
no otherwiſe, The whole of Chriſts ſa- 
tisfaftion 1s imputed to us, as made For ws, 
(and ſo he is the Lord our righteouſneſs ) but 
not as made By ws , but actually made by 
him: And what can be more delired, then 
to reap all the benefits of Chrilts whole un- 
dertaking, and upon the account of it, 


and its being accepted of God on our be- 
hal, 
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half, to be pardoxed, juſtified , ſandtifted 
and ſaved 5 and as the As __ 
it , to have Chriſt made to us of God ( that 
is, asthe Fundamental caxſe, procurer, and 
ſpring of them, a common head from whence ' 
they are all-derived tous as his body) wiſe 
dom, righteouſneſs, ſanttification and redemp- 
tion. Thoſe that will preſs the point far- 
ther, and infiſt n perſonal imputation 
to every believer{what Chriſt did, ought 
well to conſider theſe things. | 
Firſt, If every believer - be perſonally 
righteous before God in the very individual 
&s of Chriſts rightcouſneſs, one of theſe 
two things will thence enſue : Either that 
Chriſt in his own perſon did perform al] 
the particular ads of righteouſneſs required, 
as duc- from each ſaved perſon; or elle that 
every ſaved perſons righteouſneſs before 
God, 1s identically and wumerically the ſame 
with Chriſts in his publick capacity,as Me- 
diator, and ſo every faved perſon 1s per- 
ſonally righteous , with a righteoulneſs 
that has aſtock of aerit 1n it, ſufficient to 
ſave the world) unleſs. you will (ay Chriſt 
had ome righteouſneſs that belong'd to 
him as Mediator, and' ſome. that did wot, 
which is abſurd. to affirm ; for 'tis plain, all 


he did, he did as Mediator ,. nor had he any 
any 
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any concern in the world. but as Mgdia- 
tor, and none of his aFions can be ſepe- 
rated from his Office, being all purſuant of 
it. ( The firſt will be granted was not, 
nor had a poſlibility to be ; and yet no 
man can be perſonally righteous with re- 
ſpect to the Law, but by an exa& per- 
Formance of every tittle and iota the Jaw 
required from him. And the other has 
two very groſs abſurdities in it. Firſt, That 
we ſhould be accounted to have done that 
which was done long before we were in 2 
capacity to do any thing: And ſecondly, 
That we ſhould be reckoned perſonally 
righteous with the righteouſneſs of God- 
an. When firſt, There is not a poſtbili- 
ty. that Man, or Angel could perform any 
one Action, with the Circumſtances , or in 
the Manner as he did. Secondly, Much of 
what he did, was inits nature unlawfull for 
aty elle to undertake. And thirdly, The 
Whole of what he did was peculiarly ap- 
propriated and appurtenant- to his Office, 
as he was Mediator, and cannot be ſuited 
to any other perſon, nor is any part of it 
trarsferreble, or imputable to any crea- 
ture otherwiſe then in its operations A 
efe&s : For he neither did nor ſuffered the 


very idems that we are obliged to; for 
then 
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then he miſt have particularly done all the 
Law required from us, and have ſuffered 
toeternity, But he made ſuch a ſatisfaftion 
to God for our Non-performance, and on 
ov: behalf, as became him as Medzator, and 
_ ſichas that God is pleaſed thereupon to 
ſuſpend the ſtri and rigorous execution of 
the Law , and to bring us under a better” 
Coverr4nt. Our caſe is not ſtrictly that of 
a Debtor, but of Rebelious SubjeFs, nor 
ſtand we in our fins related to God as a Cye- 
ditor,but as a Supream Soveraign and Fudge : 
Nor did Chriſtſuſtain properly the place of 
a Teetyto pay individually and identically 
our Debt, but of aMediator tomake repara- 
#iox to divine Juſtice by azother way, then 
putting the Law in execution againſt ax. 
Secondly, IF every juſtified perſon be 
juſtified in judgment by the very a&s of 
Chrifts perſonal righteouſneſs, accounted 
to him as his owx, 1t will then follow be- 
Fond any good anſwer , that every man is 
juſtifted by the works of the L aw : For Chriſts 
perſonal righteouſneſs, with reſpect to 
which he was juſtified as Mediator , and 
approved of God to become a ſufficient 
Saviour , was a Legal righteouſneſs and not 
an Feangelical. This if fincere, though 
imperfect, will be accepted from us for 
_ | Chriſts 
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Chriſts ſake , but would not fo have. been 
accepted from Chriſt for our Juſtification, 
nor can it be well affirmed that Chriſt be- 
heved and obey'd his own Coſpel. That 
lyes on oxr part to perform. Now that we 
ſhould be juſtified by the works of the law, 
1s confuted by many Texts: @om. 3, 28; 
the Apoſtle ſayes, Therefore we conclude, that 
a man is juſtified by faith without the deeds 
of the law. And Galat. 3. 11. Put that no 
man is juſtified by the Law in the ſight of God, 
is evident, for the juſt ſhall live by Faith and 
{o.in many other Texrs : And the wholeſcope 
of St. Parl, in his diſcourſes of Jaſtification, 
is to eſtabliſh this point, That mo mar is juſti- 
fied by an unſinning obedience performed to the 
Law, and ſo Not by works, but by believing, 
and in the'way of Goſpel-faith, which God 
is pleaſed out of Grace to accept and account 


| for righteouſneſs. Nor will it be to any pur- 
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poſe to ſay |_ it is one thing to be juſtified by 
our own obedience to the Law, and another 
thing to be juſtified by Chriſts obedience 
imputed. ] For, if his obedience be ſo im- 
puted , as that we are accounted by God 
in judgment perſorally to have doxe what 
Chriſt did, it is all one as to this matter, 
and we are as much juſtified by the Law, 
and doas much live in the works thereof, 
| as 
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asif we had inour own proper perſons per- 
formed an unfinning obedience to it. 
Thirdly, if the rigid notion of i»puta- 
tion ſhould be admitted as true ; then every 
particular perſon that is ſaved, did zverit his 
own ſalvation. For, it the very Ads of 
Chrift be reckoned as ours, and fo impu- 
tedas if done by us , the effeFs muſt needs 
be imputed ſo too. If I am reckoned by 
God in my own perſon to have performed 
that righteouſneſs that does merit my 
Juſtification, I muſt of neceſfity be ac- 
counted to have werited my Juſtification. 
And beſides all this, many the moſt dan- 
gerous and unſound principles of Atino- 
»wianiſm have their riſe from this Do- 
&rine 3 I chule to expreſs it in the words 
of Reverend Mr. Gibbons, in his Diſcourſe 
of Juſtification. Tinferr (lays he) that they 
are dangerouſly miftaken, who think that a 
believer is rightedns in the ſight of God, with 
the ſelf-ſame AFivh and Paſfive righteouſneſs 
wherewith Chriſt was righteous ; as though be- 
trevers ſufſered in Chriſt, and obeye in Chriſt, 
and were as righteows its Gods eſteem as Chriſt 
himſelf, having his perſonal righteonſreſs 
made perſonally theirs by impntation. This 
i their fundamemal miſtake, «1d from hence 
(ranquam ex equo Trojano) wes ont a 
throng 
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throng of ſuch falſe and corrupt Deda@ions 
as ng of Tis Ea ſets 10 fie in his Chil- 
dren : That @ believer need not pray for 
the Pardon of fin, but only for the Mewi- 
feſtation of it : That God loved Noah when _ 
Drunk, and David when ating Murder and 
Adultery. —— And many more ſuch 
conſequences that worthy perſon men- 
tions, 


Thoſe paſſages of Scripture that ſeem moſt 
to countenance this g-_ , and are 
chiefly inſiſted on for the proof of it, are 
hy Tec 2 Cor. 5. = hath 
made him to beſin for us, that knew 
no ſin,that we might be made the righ- 
teouſheſs of God in him. From whence 
:t is thus urged. How did Chriſt be- 
come fin for us? Not by inherency, 
but . by unputation: So do we be- 
come the Righteouſneſs of God in 
hin. 


In anſwer to which, Tſay , Chriſt became 

6 acerian for us, that Is, a ſacrifice for ſir - 

For ſoit ſignifies, as well as barely J7z3 as 

alſo the Latin piaenlum which is often taken 

for a ſacrifice of expi«tion, as well as Jin: 

And in the Septuagint aueeria 1s rope 
uſe 
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uſed to fignifie a> ſacrifice for "ſin: And tlits 
is an expreſffior reſting to the ſacrifices. un- 
der:ithe Old Teſtament. And the proper 
rendering of &aaen is a ſi offering. So. that 
the plain meaning of that Text ſeems to be 
_ this", Chriſt that was without all. ſin , was 

made (that is, ordained of God) to be a ſa- 
crifice for fin, that we might be made thereby 
righteous with the Goſpel-righteonſneſs : For 
that is the general meaning every where 
of the Righteouſneſs of God: *Tis oppoſed to 
2141s righteouſneſs and the righteouſneſs of 
works, which is by the Law. IEF. it be prel- 
ſed farther , and- affirmed. | That (in it felt 
was ſo imputed to Chriſt, as that God in 
judgment did reckon him gexilty and a ſpr- 
zer,] (which the Scripture no where tells 
us, and 'tis great impiety to. aflert, ) He 
is then excluded from all poſhbility of 
merit, for he ſuffered but what: was his 
due, and ſo the whole of Chriſts fatisfa@i- 
on 1s ſubverted. But he freely Maffered 
the pxniſhment of ſin that was infinitely re- 
moved from the guilt and deſert of it, and 
thereby redeemed us; becawme:fin, in that 
ſenſe, that ſo we might be made the righteouſ- 


neſs of God in him. Now by the righteout> - 


nels of God, ſometimesis. meant m Secrip- 


ture the Perſonal righteonſneſs of the Media- 


tor 
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tor who was God-Max, and ſometimes the. 
righteouſneſs. of Faith, that righteouſneſs 
that faith 1s: accounted for, and which in 
the Goſpel: 1s: conditionally required of e- 
very ſaved perſon : And this 1s ſb called, 
becauſe 'tis a righteouſneſs of Gods con- 
triving, of Gods working, and of Gods ac- 
cepting, 1n and through Chriſt, and for the 
. ſake of his fatisfaFion. Tt you ask me for 
a Text to prove this latter, there are many : 
I will only inftance in one : For they being 
zgnorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about 
to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs , have not 
ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of 
God , Rom. 10. 3- By the righteouſnels 
of God here, 1s not. meant the Perſonal 
rightcouſneſs of the Mediator, but the Go- 
ſpel-righteouſheſs of faith and believing by 
which we are Juſtified, in oppoſition to the 
Law, (which in. the next wer. the Apoſtle 
tells them Chriſt was the end of, for righte- 
ouſneſs by his ſatisfaction ) ſo the - Apoſtle 
expreſsly calls it in the 6th. ver. But the 
righteouſneſs. which is of faith , ſpeaketh on 
this wiſe: And if you read to the 9th. wer, 
he there fully deſcribes this righteouſheſs 
of God, and tells you in other words what 
it is, That "if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
month the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in 
F thine 
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thine heart that God raiſed hin from the 
dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. And the whole 
Context puts it out of all doubt, that by 
their own righteouſueſs is meant the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law , which Moſes ( the A- 
poltle ſayes in the 5th. ver. deſcribes 1n thoſe 
words. That the man that doth thoſe things 
ſhall live by them: And by the righteouſneſs 
of God, 1s meant the Goſpel righteouſneſs on 
our part to be performed, which the Apoſtle 
tayes in the 6th. -ver. Moſes does otherwiſe 
deſcribe; But the righteouſneſs which is of 
faith ( ayeshe) ſpeaketh on this wiſe : Say 
not in' thine heart who ſhall aſcend into hea- 
ven , that is, to bring Chriſt down from 
above, &c. The word is nigh thee , even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart, that is, the word 
of faith which we preach. If we take it in 
the firſt ſenſe, then- the meaning of this 
Scripture, is this, Chriſt became a ſir-of- 
fering for us, and freely underwent the 
ſuffering and puniſhment due to ſin, that 
we r2jght be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
hizz, that is, that 'the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt as Mediator mn a way of ſatisfaion, 
might be appropriated unto us: And as he 
underwent the conſequences of our fin , ſo 
we might reap the effes of his righteoul- 
neſs, that we might be intereſted in his 
| righte- 
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righteouſneſs , juſt as he was in our fins." 
He ſuffered the peralty of our fins, and we 
reap the fruit of his righteoulheſs , and fo 
there is a mutual transferring of our fins 
and Chriſts righteouſneſs in the effetFs and 
conſequences of both, but no otherwiſe; 
If we take it in the other ſenſe, (C which is, 
] believe the ſenſe intended by the Apoſtle) 
then the meaning 1s, That Chriſt became a 
fmn-offering tor us , that we might in pur- 
ſuance thereof and as an eff of jt, be 
made Rightcouſneſs in the Goſperighte- 
ouſneſs, that is, that we by believing in 
him, might be accounted for righteons, and 
ſo accepted of God. The Apoſtle does not 
ſay,” that we might be made His righteouſ- 
neſs, or that his righteouſneſs might be 
made perſonally ours, but that we might be 
made the righteouſueſs of God in him: And 
the phraſe Jz hize, 15 not to be taken per- 
ſonally and literally, For when we arc.ſaid 
to abide in him, tis to continue ſtedfaſt in 
the doFrine of the Goſpel; to walk in him, 
is to walk according to the rule of the 
Goſpel; to Sleep ir him , 1s to die in the 
fſaithand hope of the Goſpel; to marry in 
the Lord, 1s to marry according to the rules 
he has preſcribed. So, tobe Righteous 77 
hine , 1s: to be righteous according to the 
F 2 rulc 
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rule of the Goſpel, to be rightequs in the 
righteouſneſs of his procuring and appoin+ 
ting. Whenwe read of Chriſt in the Go- 
ſpec], we are not alwayes barely to under- 
ſtand his natural Perſon, but to conſider 
him myſtically and politically, to conſider 
him circumſtanced as Head, King, and I. aw- 
giver to his Church ; and upon that account 


is Name 1s often taken in a large and com: 


prehenſtue ſeals. 


Another Text of Scripture much infiſted 
on for the proof of Ferſonal imputation, is, 
\. ;, Rom. 5. 19. For as by one mans diſobe- 
,- dence, many were made. finners , fa 
| by the obedience of one, ſhall many be 

', made righteous. 


- This text, upon due conlideratiop , will 
be. found to make nothing at all for any 
Gach Imputation and Transferring of 
righteouſneſs as is pretended. The Apoſtles 
ſcope from the 12th. ver. of that Chaptes 
to the end of it, 1s evidently to prove theſe 
two things. Firſt, That as fin came firſt into 


the world þy Adam's difobedience, and | 
death by ſir, and did not only ſeize on him, | 


but deſcended upon all his Poſterity, ( even 
wpon them that had not ſinned after the fi: 
| | | itude 
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litade of Adam's tranſgreſſion, that is, againſt 
a Law promulgated, as hedid) he begerting 
them in his image after his Fall, in this 
apoſtate ſtate , and not in his innocney : So 
from Chriſts obedience and ſatisfaction for 
fin, came righteonſneſs, life and ſalvation. In 
three things the Apoltle njakes the Feadſhip 
of Ada and that of Chriſt to run parallel. 
Firſt; As Adam hada publick Station, and 
ſtood {o related to others, that he had 
power to ihvolve them in his own tondition : 
So had Chriſt. Secondly, the Effect of 
Adams (in was Univerſal, came upon all: 
The Effect of Chriſts obedience is ſo, comes 
upon all, that is, both upon Jews and Ger 
tiles without diſtintion (which 15 the grand 
point the Apoſtle is all - along making 
good ; ) Thirdly; the firft #da , by his . 
diſobedience was the general Author of 
death : Chriſt the ſecond Adam, by obe- 
dience , is the Great Introducer of life. 
And ſecond!y, That there is ot an exat# 


" equality and even proportion, between the 


Headſhip of Chriſt, and the Headſhip of 
Adam. So the Apoſtle tells ns, in the 15 
and 16 ver. Put not as the offence, ſo alſo it 
the free gift : ' For if through the offence of One 
Many be dead, much more the grace of God, 


«rd the gift by grace , by one mars Jeſus Chriſt 
F 3 hath 
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hath abonnded unto many. And not as it was by 
vme that ſinned, ſo is the gift For the judgment 
was by one ts condemnation , but the free gift 
is. of many offences unto: Juſtification. The 
Advantage lyes much on Chriſts fide in 
the compariſon, and that in three reſpects. 
Firſt, Chriſts ſpiritual ſeed, Believers, are not 
ſo like him in degrees of holineſs, as Adams 
natura] poſterity are like lim in degrees of 
fn: And yet Life reignes as triumphantly 
amongſt them, as Death did over the po- 
[terity of Adam. Secondly, it was one (in 
of Adam that introduced Death : But 
Chriſts obedience, and the gift brought in 
by him, was not upon the occaſion of that, 
or any other one ſin, but of wary, is the 
abundance of grace, and procures forgive- 
neſs, not only for that fir, but for afl «- 
ther fins whatſoever that have enſued there- 
upon. ' And thirdly, there 18 a diſparity 
between Adam and Chriſt in this; (and the 
advantage Ilyes much on Chriſts fide ) That 


one ſin, one act of diſobedience was enough ' 


to condemn ; But more then one 4G of obe- 
dience was requiſite to procure our pardon. 
And ſo, although Chriſt do not (ſave by his 
obedience ſo m2ny as Adem condemned by 
his diſobedience 3 yet the (coond Adam is 
much more potent then the firſt, _ 

there 


UMI 


*S Www pay ih, 4 pas az 


UMI 


Tuſtification Evangelical. +: 
there is much more efficacy required in the 
Saving of One, then there was in the Corn- 
dexening of Many. As the reſtoring of Ore 
dead to life, is much harder then the deſtroy- 
ing of the lives of many. 

Now, How by one mans diſobedience were 
many made ſinners? Why, Adam (who 
had all mankind vertually in himſelf ) tarn- 
ing a Rebel and an Apoſtate, his natural 
ſtate was thereby changed , his nature wag 
attainted, and becametintul, and ſo fell un- 
der theſentence of death; and that was in- 
cluded in the penalty threatned : 7» the 
day thou cateſt thereof, thou ſhalt dye : Thy 
Natural ſtate (hall be changed and ſubjected 
to d:ath. And this falling out before he had 
propagated any of his kind, he begat all 
his poſterity in the ſame ſinful Mortal ſtate 
with himſelf: So the Apoſtle tells us, that i: 
Adam all dye. That is, he becoming Mor- 


tal; all were ſopropagated, and Death reign- 


ed upon that account. $So on the con- 
trary, by one mans AfOcdience many are 
2rade righteous. Agall meer men linned mn 
Adam, being all in him , and undergo the 
Effets of that ſin. So all Behevers have 
virtually ſatisfied for in in Chriſt: By 
Chriſts obedience and ſatisfaction we come 
to be pardoned , accounted of as righteous. 
| F 4 and 
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#ad ſaved : But ſtill 'tis as an efe# of Chriſts 
obedience that we come to be made 
righteous; for the Apoſtk does not ſay, 
7a one mans obedience many ſhall be made 
righteous, but By one mans obedience (as 
a conſequent and Effect of it ) many ſhall 
be made righteous. As the effe& of. one 
mans diſpbedience, many come to be 
{hapen in iniquity and brought forth ina 
finful condemned nature, ſo as by the Effect 
of one mans obedience, many come to be 
new born, .and brought forth in a righteous 
and a ſaving ſtatc. 


A third Text inſiſted on , is that in the 
3d. chap. fo the Philip. ver. 9g. And be 
found in him, not having mine own 
righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, 
but that which is through the faith of 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of 
God by faith. 


To this Text a ſhort Anſwer will ſuffice. 
No more is requiſite then to read from the 
4. v. where the Apoſtle is diſcourfing of his 
Attainments under the Law. Though I might 
(layes he) have confidence alſo in the fleſh , 
if any other man thinketh he hath whereof he 
might truſt in the fleſh, T more, "x 
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the eighth day, &c. and {o he goes on: And 


in-the 7th. ver. But what things were gain 


t0, me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt, yea 


doubtleſs T count all things but loſs for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Teſus my 


Lord, jor whom T have ſuffered the loſs of all 


things, and do count them but dung that T 
may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not 
hauing mine own righteouſneſs which is of the 
{ aw, but that which is through the faith of 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by . 
faith. By which it is as plain as words can 
make it, That the righteouſneſs he, de- 
ſires Not to be found in, was his own , as 
he was a Jew anda Phariſee. And to be 
found in Chriſt, was no more then to be 
found ingraffed by Faith into the Chriſtian 
Church, to be found in that righteouſneſs 
which 1s of God by faith, which is the 
Goſpel-righteonſreſs. No ſober minded man 
can imagine the Apoſtle did not deſire to 
be found in Goſpel-righteouſheſs, or that 
by his own righteouſheſs he meant zhat : 
For tis that alone can intitle us to the be- 
nefits of Chriſts righteouſheſs; And he 
himſelf every where ſo earneſtly prefleth 
men to ſtrive for it as indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary to ſalvation, and rejoyceth in it, tel- 
ling us what comfort he had took to = 

ing 
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fider, that he had fought a good fight, had 
finiſhed his courſe, had kept the faith, and 
that as a reward of ſo doing, 2 crows of life 
was laid up for him in Heaven. Nor is 
there any one paſſage of St. Pauls Epiſtles 
againſt works , but 'tis very plain from the 
context, he intends the works of the Law, 
and no other: For, as he oppoſeth faith 


to works; ſo he allo oppoleth faith with Go-. 


ſpel-obedience to works. As Galat. 5. 6. For 
iz Chriſt Jeſus neither circamcifion nor un- 
circumciſion availeth any thing, but faith that 
worketh by love, or, that is wrought and per- 
feed by love: For ſoit 1s beſt rendered 3 
and ſomerimes oppoſeth evangelical obed;- 
ence , alone to the works of the Law, as 
Galat. 6. 15. Circumciſion is nothing , nor 
Uncircumcifion , but a new Creature. And 
in the 1/2. of Cor. 7. 19. Circumciſion is 10- 
thing, Tlayes he) and Uncircumciſion 1s no- 
thing, but the keeping the commands of God; 
where, by the commands of God, is meant 
the Zaw of the Goſpel. And Circumciſion 
Fas *tis often in other places.) is put for the 
whole Law: For whoſoever was circum- 
ciſed,, the Apoſtle declares he was obliged 
to the whole Law. By which it plainly ap- 
pears, that whenever St, Paul ſpeaketh 
agamit J/orks, in the matter of Juſtification, 
| Us 
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'tis the works of the Law, and not of the 
Goſpel that he intends, and ſo he is to be un- 
derſtood : For by the works of the Goſpel 
we come to have a right and title to Tuſtifi- 
cation and Saluation, as appears Rev. 22, 14. 
Bleſſed are they that do his commandments, 
that they may bave right to the tree of life. 
That Goſpel Works are never excluded, but 
are equally intereſted with faith in the mat- 
ter of Juſtification, will appear true beyond 
| any good denyal by theſe two conſidera- 
tions, Firſt, That faith that is ſaid to 
juſtifie, and does only fo, is a faith that 
worketh by love 5 whichis in other words 
toſay, 'tis a faith that worketh by a fin- 
cere obedience, and keeping all the Com- 
mands of God, Secondly, the promiſes of 
the Goſpel are as well made, and the re- 
wards thereof equally annexed to our Go- 
ſpe] obedience, as they are to our faith, 
which plainly ſhews, that ſaith and obedzence 
are inſeparably conjoyn'd in this matter 3 
and that faith 1s alwayes ſo to be under- 
ſtood as comprehenſive thereof, without 
it, 'tis dead, is but a Karkaſs of faith, and 
not ſuch a living faith as the Goſpel intends 
when it ſpeaks of a juſtifying jarth. 
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JF Proceed, to the third and laſt inquiry; 
[| which is this, How do we come to par- 
take of the benefits of Juſtification before God, 
and arrive at a juſtified eſtate © To this the 
Scripture gives us a plain and' ready An- 
ſwerz By peſorming the Goſpel-Condition : 
For all the advantages that accrue to the 
world from Chriſts ſatisfaction are pro- 
poſed ,. conditionally to us, and no man 
1s actually juſtified till the condition be per- 
formed; For whom he called , them he juſti- 
fied. And upon that account it is, that we 
read in the New Teſtament of being juſti- 
fied by our faith, of being juſtified by out 
words and works. Goſpel-faith and obe- 
dience being the condition required on out 
part to besperformed, and upon the per- 
formance of which we arc j»ſtified, and 
come to give up our account with joy; at 
the great Judgement day men will be juſtt- 
fied and condemned upon their performing, 
or. not performing the Goſpel condition, 
as we find by our Saviours own words, Mat. 
25. v. 35, That the Covenant of Grace 


15 in the propoſal of it conditional, and that 
Chriſt 
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Chrift, with all his ſaving benefits, is by the 
Goffel offered to us upon terms , that we 
ſtand obliged perſonally to perform, there 
needs no other proof then our Savionrs 
own ſummary words about that matter. Fe 
that believes ſhall be ſaved, he that believes 
zot ſhall be damned. And we find Ger. 17. 
P. 1. When God firſt propoſed the Cove- 
nant of Grace to Abraham, he annexed 
ſfrcere obedience to it as the condition of 
it. Walk before me, and be thou upright, and 
T will make a Covenant with thee. Nor do 
we find our Saviour ever encouraging anv 
to come to hin, but upon the termes of 
taking his yoke, and bearing his burden. And 
indeed the Goſpel is every where ſo ex- 
preſs 1n this point, and ſo very many Texts 
do affirm it, thatnoman but one extream- 
ly intoxicated with the phrezzy of Anti- 
#omianiſm, can deny it ; and it were la- 
bour loſt to prove it. | 

Now in regard the whole Conditiona- 
lity of the Goſpel is compriſed in belzeving, 
and in that one word Faith , upon which 
account we are ſo often ſaid to be juſtified 
by faith. Tis of great concern to arrive 
at the Scripture ſenſe of this word , and its 
intendment by it. And to me it appears 
very evident , That to be jnſtified by faith 

| 10 


7% Tuſtification Evangelical. 

in Scripture, is generally taken to be Juſfti- 
fied #por the terms of Chriſtianity and the 
principtes of the Goſpe/ in oppoſition to 
Legal and Jewiſh Juſtification : And by 
faith is comprehended whatever the Goſpel 
requires of us in order to JuStification. The 
Goſpel is ſtiled the Law of faith, and what- 
ever 5 required of us by it,1s called the obe- 
dience of faith: 

'Two Extreams are with great caution 
to.be 'avoided in our conceptions of Go- 
ſpel-faith. 

Firſt, We muſt not, on the one hand, 
imagine that by faith and believing is 
meant only in the Goſpel 2 bare Crediting of 
God, and giving our aſſert to the Revelz- 
tion of Teſus Chrift, and acquieſcng therein. 
For to be a Believer, and to be a ſin- 
cere prattical Chriſtian, is all one in Scrip- 
ture ſenſe; and When we are told, that 
He that believeth ſhall be ſaved , and are 
told m:many other places by our Saviour, 
and the Apoſtles, thet 'tis thoſe only that 
Obey him alſo, and keep his commandments, 
ſubduing their corrupt lnſts and 1ffettions, 
and working out their own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, thatſhall be' ſaved; and 
are generally told by the Goſpel, #hat with- 
ont holineſs no man ſhall ſee God; Tis a _ 
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natural and neceſſary Inference, that all that, 
and whatever elſe is made conditionally ne- 
ceſſary to a. juſtified . ſaving ftate , and our 
continuance therein, muſt be compriz'd in 
Faith and Believing : Or elſe we ſhall 
make the Goſpel not to be Correſpondent 
with it (elf. And indeed, Faith is never 
fpoke of in Scripture as bare believing and 
aſſenting , in oppotition to ating , but as 
the grand principle of A@ion, and lo it is 
m it ſelf: The power of Belief is fuch, that 
often it works phyſically, and with great 
efficacy does it operate morally. In the 
11/} to the Heb. the Apoftle tells us All 
the great AGyons of thoſe noble Worthyes 
he mentions,done before by faith, God be- 
ing not an obje&t of ſenſe, ſince the world 
began. Since Abels time, the ſpring of all 
Religious and Godly a&ions, has been faith. 
But the. world were never #xder the Law 
-þ faith till the Goſpel was- prone That 
aith was nothing elſe, and: contained no- 
thing farther then a bare Aﬀent to the 
Revelation of the Goſpel as true, was that 
groſs Deluſion that led ſo many aſide in 
the firſt publication of the Goſpel. Efpe- 
ciallly of St. Paxls Epiſtles : For the Gmoſ- 
ticks, and others 'unlearned and unſtable, 


as we find by FEegeſyppus in Enſebins , _ 
Ec 
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ed the Scriptures, and held, That barely be-- 
leving the truth of Chriſtianity, and pro- 
feſſing it, was enough, without any thing 
farther done, to ſave a man. Againlt this 
it is, That both St. John and St. James. ſo 
fully then wrote : And St. John tells us>po- 
fitively, That he that Doth righteouſneſs is 


' . only truely righteous : And not he that reckons 


himſelf ſo without righteous Doing upon 
the ſcore of believing. And St. James ex- 
preſly ſets himſelf to confute this dangerous 
Errour, and to prove theſe two things. 
Firſt , That Chriſtianity, Believed and Pro-: 
felled, will profit no man, unleſs the Ends of 
it be purſaed and proſecuted: And ſecondly, 
That that Faith that the Scripture calls a 
-Juſtifying : faith, is an operative workivg 
faith, a Faith; that includes 1n 1ts nature 
a ſuitable aFing and obedierce. Speaking of 
Abrahams faith, and his Juſtification, which 
the :Scripture | makes to be the pattery, of 
Goſpel-faith and Juſtification; and the one 
to run paralle} with the other : And which 
St. Paxl had made ſo muchuſe of, to prove 
Taſtification by faith'againſt the Jews : Seeſt 
thou(layes he) how faith wrought with. his 
works, and by works was faith made perfef, 
and the Scripture was fulfilled which ſaith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 

to 
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to: hint for Righteouſneſs. Where 'tis as 
plainly expreſlcd: as by words itgan bez 
Thatthat f47th that was is ads to Abra+ 
hani for righteouſteſ(s, was. ſuch a feith, as 
contained .in; the. bowels of it a ſuitab 
obedience,and ſubjeGion to all Gods reveale 
will and pleaſure. ZBy works ( (aith the: A- 
poltle) faith was made perſe#. That. 1s, 
feith was in order to 47704, and a ſuitable 
«ting and obedigxce in purſuance of it, was 
included in it, and was that; which when 
performed, did compleat an1 perfect. it, 
and without which, faith is altogether ix#s 
perfeF , and is not ſuch a: fuith as in the 
$cripture is-ſaid to be accounted” for. righte- 
anſneſs. And therefore it was upon _fbra- 
hams ſuitable obedience iti | proſecution of 
bis feith , by which the Scripture was ful- 
filled, when «- ſayes, Abraham believed 
Gad, and.that belief was accounted for righte- 
byſneſi. By: whach-it is plain ,, that. Abra- 
hams faith was - counted for righteouſneſs, 
With referetice - to that obedience that was 
virtnally compriz.d in it, and not other- 
wiſe: And-:that his faith and his works 
wrought, joyatly'together to obtain the. ſame 
&»d.. An tina no way contradicted by St. 
Panl,' who tells us that Abraham was not 
Juſtifie by war ks : ay" the works that 
| Pr 
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Paul means, are plainly ſuch as the Z aw re: 
quired , ſuch perfe@ ſinleſs works as would 
in ſtri& rules of Juſtice make the reward to 
be Debt : And therefore when he oppo- 
ſeth faith to works, 'tis but in other words, 
to oppoſe the Goſpel to the Law. St. Pants 
buſineſs is to prove Juſtification in the way 
of the Goſpel , againſt the Jews, by faith, 
in oppoſition to Juſtification by the works 
of the Law. St. James, his province 18 to 
prove, that the faith that does juſtifie us un- 
der the Goſpel, is not a bare naked Aſſet, 
but ſuch a faith as Abrahams was, that con- 
tains in it a ſuitable obedrence. The one 
Apoſtle aſſerts in oppoſition to the Jews, 
Evangelical Juſtification againſt 7 egal, un- 
der the general term faith : The other 4- 
pofile, for the confutatron of Heretical 
Chriſtians, explains that term ; and tells us, 
it imports not only believing of God, but at 
obedient Aﬀing m proffernien thereof, 
That the, , Apoſtles do very well agree 
with each jn their Doctrine , that Abrahaw 
was juſtified by ſuch a faith as was accont- 
panied with works , and not by faith onh, 
according to St." James : And yet that 4 
braham* was jultified by faith. and not by 
works, according to St. Paul, may be'thiis 


made to appear, Firlt, That - Abraham 
= faith 
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faith that was counted for righteouſheſs, i7- 
cluded his ſunable obedrence according to 
St. James , and that his works did compleat 
and perfe& his faith : And that the Scrip- 
ture was thereby fulfilled ,-thar tells us the 
AR of his Believing, was .counted for righ- 
teouſneſs, 1s plain ha the ſtory it ſelf in 
Geneſis, which St. James quotes. Had not 
his. Believing compriz'd a ſuitable obedience, 
inſtead of being counted for Righteouſhels, 
it would no doubt have been eſteemed of 
God, as it had indeed been a great piece 
of hypocriſy. For Abrahams upright walk- 
ing, was the terms upon which God at firſt 

opoſed to enter into a Covenant with 

im. Secondly, That Abraham was not 
mn by werks , according to St. Pal, 
though his faith that was counted for Righ- 
teouſneſs included his obedience , is thus 
evident : St. Pauls buſineſs is to prove a- 
goin the Jews , that Abraham who came 

rſt under the Law of Circumciſion, and 
from whom they derived themſelves, ( for it 
appears by their diſcourſes with our Sa- 
viour, when they cryed out , We have A- 
braham to our Father, that they went no 
higher) was juſtified before he came under 
the Law of Circumciſion, before he was 
obliged to the economie of the Law, upon 
$357 G 2 Go- 
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Goſpti-principles: (and ſo thoſe-had: the'prer 
2 of legal, evenin Abraham their' Fas 
ther) upon wie terms of another Covetfant, 
the Condition of which was Faith, upon 
ſuch terms as both Jews and Gentiles were 
10 be juſtified #hex-under the Goſpel : Upon 
which account the ; Scripture ſtles him the 
common Father of aff the faithful. . Abrahan, 
before that faith of his that-was accounted 
to him for Righteouſhels, : had hved for 


ſome time in Heathen Tdolatry; and was 12 


great ſinner , and: (þ could: nat pretend :to 
be .juſtified by a ſileſs perfeFiqn , which 
the Law required, and the Jews infiſted on, 
and ſo not by works in that ſenſe : He way 
one of the urgodly St. Paul ſpeaks of in 44h 
tothe Rox. who had not Legal —_ 
had-not ſuch works to plead -as wo 

make-the reward,' in {tri& rules Juſtice, to 
be of debt: His Juſtification was upon the 
very, lame terms that the Genteles ther might 
be juſtified upon , though they had lived 
inthe groſleſt Idolatry ; and 'that was by 
believing the revelation of : God (in Chrifſk, 
changing their. courſe of life, and becoming 
obedient: to what God thould gequire:.of 
them: In ſhort, Abrahazs faith and obet 
dience was not ſuch Righteouſneſs, as in 
. its own nature, and by its own ny 
wor 
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wotth:, would; juſtifle: ny man from the 
atilt of all his:lin;, and denomnate him per- 
feitly. a Righteous perſon ;/ far had rat: fo 
beca ia elf}; 16 needed; notrariy. fevory tb 
have . been: cconnted for Righteouſneſs 


But! God was :pleaſed out: of grace fo to 


reckon and acconn it. Abraham having 
blelieved: Gad about the. promiſes of the 
Mejjs4þ thatwas to fpring-ont of his fami- 
Iy.,; þy whom: bimſef and 'all the world 
wete to be ſaved , '(for the ſum of all Gods 
gonvetſe: with Abrahave was to ſhew. him 
Chrifls day , -and reveal ta.lim the Salvati- 
on that, was.to come. by him ) Godwas 
plesſcd::to give the world 'an; avſi2jce'in his 
Kmputing that faith af Abraham to him for 


Righteouſheſj,; how, and.upon what: terms 


men ſhould be ſavedrby:the Aeſſsab when 
ke did come } (ina word, what fhonld be 
the condition he would require of us to per- 
form by: the. Goſpet) that:is, By believing 
the revelation; of Chriſt, and a@izg ſuitably 


theneunte by a ſircere though 7imperfet obe- 


diexce : This God:would iwrpute and account 
for Righteouſucſr + This is all that he would 
require on; our part: conditionally to per- 
form: This ſhould conſtitute us righteous 
upoR the terms of the New Coverant : This 
ould legally-intide us by the Goſpel to i 
G 3 e 
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thQAdvantagesof Chriſt, and to a righte- 
ous end juſtified ſtate 3 and this is fo far 
from ſuch a : Juſtification by: works as the 
Jews reſted in, and St. Pal diſputes againſt, 
that /tis a Juſtification that reſtlts wholly 
from grace and favorr, is the Effet of 
Chriſts purchaſe, and of the terms of axo- 
ther Covenant: And all merit, and all re- 
ward that canibeclaimed out of debt, 1s ut» 
terly-excluded thereby. - And thus the two 
Apoſiles appear - perfealy egreed in theit 
dorine : Abrahaw was not juſtified upon 
terms.-of the:: Law -and. ſinle(s . perfeQion, 
but he was juſtified! as an argodly perſorr, one 
that had- ſs and failings about him , - that 
needed forgiveneſs, was juſtified by faith in 
way: of. the Goſpel:;:: And that faith that 
juſtified Abrahamithen, and juſtifies every 
perſon under thei Goſpel now,-and is by 
the; tenour thereof '> 'accounted for righ- 
ous. is -not:.a 'naked afſert to the 
truth what God reveals, but ſuch a faith as 
apliazzn its ngture,;and comprizeth a ſuit- 
able obedience toall herequires of us. . There 


is'a wide difference (as mnch as there is be- 


tween : the nature: and terms of the two 
Coveriants) between. ſuch works as by an 
itherent + vertue -in themſelves- conſtitute 
j»ſs, and ſo jultifie from an inware: perfeFon 
| 2 
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3to make the reward to be of debt, and 
ch worksAre in their own nature alto- 
gether 7mperfe# and faulty, and are accep- 
ted only thorough grace and favour, and 
made but conditional, neceſſary to our Ju- 
ſtification another 'way. Works, 'tis true, 
there are n:/-the .cale both wayes ; but 
of very different natures , upon. very dif- 
ferent Accounts, and to : very. different 

Secondly, - On the other hand, - we. mul} 


carefully avoid fo to apprehend faith, ſup- 


poſing it to comprehend all that the Go- 
ſpel requires of us to believe and practice, 
as if it had in it ſelf any Jufiſying vertue,. Or 
were of any innate worth to acquit us be- 
fore God from the guilt of our ſins. The 
value of it is wholly from Gods gracious or- 
dination , as it is all the condition that is 
required on our part to be performed by 


| the Law of grace. And it is-x0t of onr 
ſelves neither', but 'tis the gift and beſtow- 


mer of God. We obtain the preciovs faith 
of the Goſpel {(St.. Peter tell us): through the 
righteouſneſs of God , and our' Saviour Jeſus. 
Chrift.. Whenever we read of our Juſtifi- 
carion by faith, 'tis meant of. our being ju- 
ſtified in the Goſpel way 3 and that is, by 


Chriſt alone averitorionſly,and by what he has 
Sf T4 done 
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; done andſuffered « (for, the: Apoſtle tells ns,” 
- rat God for Chriſts ſake hath freely forgiues 
' #5: Nothing hag the eaſt: zveritorions ihte- 
reft in our forgiveneſs, but Chriſt; Grace, 
and free forgiveneſs, in Scripture, is ſtill op; 
 Poled to our erzt) and by. faith only, with 
reſpeft' to its conditional. velation. to hi, 
and that Covenant which he: hath purchaſed 
and proclajmed,: and in the method where- 
of we come to be aftually pardoned 'and 
juſtied upon Believing: :'To think other- 
wiſe, 1s to ſubvert the grand deſign of the 
whole Goſpel , which weare often told, is 
to declare Chrifts Righteouſneſs jor the' re+ 
miſſion of fins, and to; fet ;farth 'him':ay a 
propitiation through faith ix-bis blood: Faith 
1s no part of the Propitiation, but *tis . he 
himſelf and his-blood that is the Propitiati- 
en, and--faith but the conditional means by 
which we come'to reap the fruit and bench 
of it. The whole Fabrick of the Goſpel is 
bottom d'' upon fatisfaFrox made to. the 
Juſtice of Ged-on our behalf, upon a Av'- 
tov). ' OurSavioirſayes, he' came down to 
ley down'his life Tees arti m\AGy a ranſome | 
for many, And'St. Paul to Timothy calls it 
avTiAuTgo! & price of redemption. We are every 
where in Scripture faid to) be: ranſomid, 
redeery d, purchas d,bought with e price : And 
$4 that 
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that muſt needs \be by a 24/luable ronſidera- 
tion pay.d, and by ſatisfation made. And 
St. Peter tells us what that price of redemp- 
tion 18 that, was payed for us,, and by which 
we were, purchaſed, and ranſomed ; *twas 
rot corruptible things, fuch as gold and. (il. 
ver, Or any thing we had to offer 'to God, 
bur 'twas with the preciows blood of Chriſt as 
of a L amb without ſpot.No works notperfor- 
mances of oyr: own could ever have reached 
this purchaſe , or ſo prevailed as to have 
been accepted for a {atisfaftion in this caſe : 
For then a Juſtifying Righteouſneſs might 
have ſubſequently reſulted. from the Law 
of Works,. which St. Paridenyes, and tells 
ns exptets]y, Galat. 2. 2b that it could not 
be that way,1t could not come by the Law: 
For, had there been a poſhbility of it,. he 
tells us, it) ſhauld ſo: have been: That is, 
could men; either pefefly have kept the 
Lay, , [ of:have ſiffciently anſwered for the 
Breach oh: it. ex poſ#--fadto', Righteouſnels 
would have | been. that way, and-.Chriſt 
had not dyed, for his death: had been then 
m vain. | 4! - 

Two. tbings ſtill may be remembred- a- 

bout Faith,-by which we may receive ſome 

account;of the uſe that is made by. the He- 

h Ghoſt of this word in Scripture. A 
ir 
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Firſt, By feith the Goſpel is often deno- 
minated in oppolition tothe Law, and 
the whole of itſignified thereby. And the 
Reaſon of this ſeems to be becauſe the Go- 
ſpel is in its naturea Revelation'from God 
propoſed to our behzef 3 and all that we are 
required by it to do, flowes naturally from 
what we are firſt obliged to believe. Belief 
is the ſpring of all Goſpel-obediexce, and 
does in its nature comprize all other Go- 
ſpel-graces 3 they being at firſt produced, 
and ever after upheld and increaſed there- 
by. | | 
"Sonny, by the tenour of the Goſpel 
and Gods peculiar Ordination therein, the 
whole condition required by it,is at the firſt 
virtually performed by the bare aG& of be- 
Heving , as the repreſentative of all other 
Graces , and root of univerſal. obedience. 
'Tis al that at the firſt is made - conditional- 
ly neceſſary to :conſtitute a Juſtified ſtate, 
though to the after-continuance init,the ex- 
erciſe of every other: grace is equally requi- 
fite, He that (incerly believes in Chriſt as he 
15 propoſed , is truely in a Juſtified ſtate by 
ſach an A& of Faith/Cand herejn Faith hath 
the preference of alt other Graces, inpoint of 
Juſtification) if we never. live ro! perform! a 
ſybſequentAQ of Obedience : And the _ 
ONs 
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ſons of this, may be theſe two. Firſt, The 
grace of Faith has in its nature a-Nearer re- 
lation to the ſatisfation of Chriſt, wherein 
the Eſſentials of our Juſtification confiſt,then 
any other Grace whatſoever: For al) we can 
do with reference to ther,and the neareſt ap- 

roach we can make toit, to receive the 


' benefit and advantage of it , is to believe 


it, and to rely #porit. Secondly, A true and 
fincere faith and belief of the Goſpel, ſup» 
poſeth and includeth a firm reſolggion to a# 
eccordingly ; that is, to purſue the Ends of 
that Faith in all ſuch a&s of obedience as 
are ſubſequent]y required of us : And this 
God ſees virtually contained. in the firſt A& 
of true Faith , \and- the feeds of all future 
fincere perſevering obedience thereia - 
And upon that account accepts thereof at 
firſt, - as the performance of the whole con- 
dition required, by the Goſpel legally to 
intitle us to the priviledge of a Juſtified 
ſtate, 


SECT, 
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os Ne now the haſt thing propoſed. to be 
; inquired after, [How and .upon what 
terms we:come to arxive at the-benefits of 2 
ms having been thus reſolved 
t we afrive'thereunto by'coming up to 
the: terms: propoſed by the: Goſpel; : and 
performing.the condition therein required; 
which is briefly. comprized; by our Savious 
in Beliewing: Io will turn muck to our: ac 
count in-this:/preſent Diſcuſſion, to inquire 
with! ſomefarcher particutarity', what is #> 
tended \and romprehended' therein! | And of 
that,: we maybe much:informed bythe 
confiderdtioniof theſe threo things. ! | (:/ 
-.\Pirſt, The way and werhod that God takes 
ro juſtific-a ſinger,” being originated inthe 
depths of his infinite Connſets, 'no/way- ever 
to be found out or diſcovered, but by:Re- 
.velation ; a great myſtery hid from ages, and 
a thing very zncredible to a carnal mind, 
and no way ſuited to the corrupt Reaſo- 
nings of Fleſh and Blood : God expetts, in 
the firſt place , that we ſhould fully credit 
K; and fifmly give our aſſent toits veracity : 
| And 


UMI 


Faſtifreatian Evangelical. gg 
And'this is init Telf a: very Righteous A& / 
and fo accounted\'of God, firmly to beliews 
hizy in what he reveals to ws.- And heren 
the faith. of the' Goſpel, and that of Abras 
h4m 1n whoſe ſteps we ate bid totread',; do 
perfedaly reſemble each other. For, he be+ 
feved God about diverſe thihgs in their own 
Nature very hard to be credited: Fle tags 

| no not through unbelief, but haped 4661s 
ope, and ſtill relyed upon Gods verarrty 
and eU-ſu CIERCY. Pi 77 
- - Secondly, God requires of us, {That he 
having revealed: from 'Heaven ſuch _— 
rious and extraordinary way of Juſtitica: 
tion and Salvation , fo far out of our} own 
compaſs and ſpan, as is the {ending of his 
\Son to aflume our nature, and in that nature 
to perfedt and compleat all:that concern'd 
our preſent and future welfare : He expeRs 
upon this, that we ſhould adore this Revex+ 
lation ,- bow before it with the greateſt ac+ 
knowledgments we are capable of making, 
rely upon it, acquieſce init 3 and be perfect» 
ty filenced to all attempts our own Wiſdom 
can ſuggeſt to us about this matter. ' And 
herein the faith of the Goſpel, anſwers 
punQually to that of Abraham: For, he 
wholly quitted all thoſe methods carnal and 
corrupted reaſon would have directed him 
Jo to. 
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to.  Heleft his Country and his fathers houſe, 
ard went he new not whither. In a word; 
he forſook the condu@ of his own wiſdom, 
Believed whitever God told him , Did all 
he bad him}, and Went whitherſoever he 
called him, whatever Difficulties appeared 
to himſelf, and whatever Cenfures he lay 
expoſed to from othersin his ſo doing. 
Thirdly, God and the Mediator require 
of us, that we ſhould become. Obedient to 
a New Recovering Law of Grace, as the 
condition of our ” Fur and Juſtification : 
In a word, That we ſhould ſubje& our 
ſelves to all the precepts of the Goſpel : 
For, Chriſt as Mediator eres a Kingdom 
His exaltation is to be a Prince , as well as 
a Saviour; a Prince 1n being a Saviour, and 
whoſoever will be ſaved by him, muſt be- 
come one of his S#bjeFs, muſt ſubmit to the 
regiment of his Kingdom, and ſubjef himſelf 
to his Laws. And herein the faith of Abra- 
Lam, and the faith of every Beljever, anſwer 
one to another, as face anſwereth face in a 
glaſs : For Abrahams Juftification was upon 
performance of the terms and condition of 
the New Covenant. The Apoſtle proves he 
was juſtified by faith, which was to be juſtified 
upon the terms of 4aother Covenant, and not 
that of the Law:. For the law is not of faith, 
: nor 
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nor faith of the Law, there was no rela- 
tion at all between faith and law, the law 
made nopromile to faith , the promiſes of 
the /aw were to perfect obedience. And as 
the Apoſtle with convincing evidence ur- 
geth againſt the Jews Abraham was Jaſtifed 
by 4 faith he had before he was circumciſed, or 
had any thing to do with the Law. And that 
faith of Abraham was more then a bare fruit- 
leſs aſſext to what God ' revealed to him: 
"Twas ſuch a faith as put him upon A@ion, 
(| and approved its own truth by a ſuitable 
obedience: And of this we are ſufficiently 
informed by the Story it ſelf in Gexeſis, and 
by St. James his Comment upon it. 

Some things there are to be remarked 
in this Diſpoſal of God, that highly exalt 
his Wiſdom, Holineſs and Juſtice : And 
ſome things that to a very ſtupendious de- 
gree.do magniſie his Mercy. 

Firſt, How is the Wiſdom, Holineſs and 
mg of God, made very tranſparent 

y ſuch a diſpenſing Pardon and Juſtifica- 
tion as this! How ſuitable is this method 
to himſelf! He forgives not as the Greateſt 
of men often do, and think it an effe& of 
the moſt ſupreaw ſoveraignty fo to do; as 
1f in forgiveneſs nothing were to be done, 
but ſingly to exerciſe an a&t of Pojratgny. 

ut 
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Bat.he forgives like the Lord our Maker : 
[That eternal\Jehovah who: is. mbuderjul. iu 
' conrſel,, and excellent in working, with: whom 
are inherent infinite Attributes, none af 
which in the leaſt-can be Denyed, or1n the 
leaſt Oppoſe., Qr Contradi& eachother 
He proceeds in all he does in methods 
chalk'd out by his infinite Wiſdom, wherein 
they are'all attempered together, and do 
.afrer an admirable manner bar-:on7ze each 


with other. | He! annexeth (uch conditions 


to his forgiveneſs ,: as no way leflen the grace 
and bounty of 1t , and :yet at the fame time 
record his immutable holineſs and:juſtice. 
Second]y ,, The greateſ# righteoxſncſs that 
'ever was extant, the bolyeft [tate of man 
that he is capable of in his lapſed condition, 
48 introduced by the goſpel and the precepts 
.thereof; and the greateſt homage from 
Earth to Heaven that can be: And yet all 
'fle(li put toſilence-1n the performance of it; 
We ſtand juſtified at Gods Bar in a way of 
.Gods providing: and cortrivinge; and we 
perform the Qonilition required of us ſolely 
'by the power: of hisgrace freely conferred up- 
or ns.: Theglory of all redounds to God 
| glone. No Reward can. be of Debt; 
= for all the Rewards of the Goſpel arc 
but.Gods gracions remmnerations of his awe 


gifts 


oo aa. a_ lo... 


I-=©4 aA OO &6 bu re 4 232. A _ $9 Fu A oo wma (4+ ge ra wh AY ws 8. 


UMI 


Fuſtifoeation Bompelical. 57 


_ fifts and graces: | Fee grate; ' and: 'Diviht 


bounty 13 the Root that bears all; ':nox cf 
there be. :ariy :boaſtinigragainlſt that Root, 
The holieft-man that: :hves:upon earth: kas 
the greateſt occaſion, hs having received 
moſt, to abalſe himfelf, and lie loweft iti: the 
duſt before God in the Senſe thereof, iti his 
beſt peribrmances. -: {do ©: UII 
- Thirdly; By this\niechod of: forgivicls, 
theſe two great Ends are attained. -Firſt; 
Gods ſotemitic hatred and>difike of fiw7; is 
made: very.evident.' | He: ſaves no' man? 5 
his fin, batf5@ms his fin. Whom he jaſt5fz45 
he ſanGiffes No mans ſhy; is! fo- forgiven, as 
that the leaſt aYZowaxce is vouchſafed''to- its 
How impofable' werearifor 'God openly © to 
tolerate aRebellion(av ll {in is;for” tis a (diff 
obedience to ſome Law )/'againiſt himſelf'! 
How inconfiſtent/ were it | with! his Holineſs 
and 'his Soveraignty: 1 By. the Conditions 
God has annexed to his Forgivenels,) "twill 
evidently appear, befoke hen and Angels; 
what a Contrartety and Oppoſition there>j# 
m God toall fin; reſulting-from the efferniab 
Purity of hisnature#s: Andthatrnone but fircks 
25 are ſantFifieal can be accepted of him/  Se- 
condly, By" the” perforntance of theſe cor 
ditions we are-miade et for Glory, 'tivap- 
proaching” Heavert gradually. *Tis in 
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{ible without He And tis 
oBs great happineſs, thar ſo-great & ſtreſs is 
laid fipon'ourattamnmng to-itit That: we are 
under ſo folemn': fn: 1 oblzgemeinti to our 
gredteft: Jntereſti Doubtleſs, the moſt ef- 
feftua] way:toiihtroduce ſax#ity, was to 
make CR neceſſary to:our Jaſit- 
fication: and to oblige us ta-forſake our 
Sr<4,mm ous utmioſt;Peril, arid greateſt Pe- 
ys 1:36-9:77 35330 0%: Ts 
-; Sane; thigy there. are alſo.obfervable in 
this:Goſpel-method;; of Patdon,; by which 
thegrece and: axtiiy of God areimade great- 
ly evident, and-appear:in their. bjyhelſt cle- 
Fatih - ti! nov ef 2a may Tel | ie 
2: Firff, :The>Dracepts of this-mntw recove- 
rifig :: Law. of :@Grhce;, (the-caomnands-/of 
the Goſptet;;..aur aberence to +which cis 
QHage.: conditionally necefiary!'to a juſtifi- 


edoſktte:" They ard ſuch as. appear to be: 


wholly - calcuJated} for ont: advantage and 
welfare:* | { heryake af.Chriſt; tes yds xeneres 
eigracibur;. benignt; bounttful:yoke ; and his 
bur ders is < light dinrglen 1; Higepthmands . arc; 
in xa 1 fort Griengwi tc any; mani.tiuly and! 
rationally informed, of! his. 'ovm; welfare. 
God, has not, arhifgrenily ; commanded us, 
ashe might do) -(fer, we owe him all :con- 
ccjyable ſybjction,;), but ſingly; ablig'd us 

| to 
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to ſuch precepts'as are irt their own nature 
abſolutely neceſſary to'our- preſent and fu- 
ture welfare; In ſhort, he -has only bid us 
live a ſober, righteous, religions life here, ſach 
as is rationally:Beſt fori our ſelves} and 0s 
thers, and be gradually prefaring for thoſe 
Eternal fruitions that ate- to' come.” Who- 
ever comes ſhort of Heaven'by not per- 
forming the Goſpel-condition, ' denyes his 
own preſent-as wel! as fature. Intereſt : And 
twill be ai black Reflection hereafter ra 
| conſider, That 'whatever-brought us: to a 
ſtate of Miſery m'the Next 'wotld, made. us 
allo unhappy-nThis : 'That God required 
no' more of us-to qualifie us for future Fe- 
hcity 3 Then that we would hve wiſely and 
profitably to our'ſelves,, and/uſefully to o- 
thers here. ' i I | 
-' Second[v,; Whatever is by the Goſpel 
Conditionally required of us, -is all. freely 
and fully giver to us. Faith at'firſt, and 
every other Grace inipurſuance of it , 1s 
the gift of God. Whatever we are com- 
ow 2 do, as:a peculiar 'and principle ball 
effe& of Chriſts -purhaſe by the Law of 
Grace, we recetve'a power to perform. 
The Holy Ghoſtupon Chriſts aſcenſion was 

eminently ſent from Heaven for that very 
purpoſe,and will not ceaſe in his operations, 
H 2 tl 
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till all the members of Chriſts Body are fully 
wabled to perform-the Whole of what the 
Goſlpel requires at their hands ; This is an 
apparent Effect of the higheſt Grace and 
Goodneſs, - and renders Chriſt as free a 
Gift to the World, as if zo Condition had 
been annexed to the propoſal of him , ſince 
the power of performing all is Freely con- 
ferred upon us, when from the Greatneſs, ] | 
Holineſs, and Juſtice of God, and our own | | 
preſent and future welfare , it became ne- | | 
cc{lary that ſuch holy Conditions there | | 
ſhould be. . God in his boundleſs Grace, 
undertakes in Chriſt, and: obliges bimlelf | ; 
by his Covenant to furniſh us with, ability | « 
for their utmoſt performance. By which | t« 
method the whale will appear perfealy | « 
made up of free grace. The Satisfaction | 
rontriv'd, provided, accepted,” and the con- ] 
dition performed: And every ſaved perſon | t 
will appear righteops both before God and | « 
the world, and twill be yery apparently 1 
« rightcons thing with God to bring ſuch unto, | ( 
Glory,who have Chriſts righteouſneſs by way | ( 
of ſatisfaition, and compenſation, to anſwer | *| 
for them with.reſpect to the Law, and theix | 
own faith, and: ſxcere (though imperfet) | « 
obedience to anſwer the terms of the Goſpel. | a 
. "Thirdly, This gracious recovering Law | @ 
. of 
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of the Mediator 3 Tis not' given as God 
gave the firſt Law to Adam, and as he after 
gave the Law npon Mont. $7247, requi- 
ring exa# and puninal obedience in every 
circumſtance of 1t upon the greateſt penalty : 
But 'tis given from the hand'of-a Medzator 
upon far more gertle and mitigated terms. 
'Tis required by it , that we be deeply and 
thoroughly ſexſeble of the z#/ of our former 


| ſtate and converſation, while -without God 


and Chxiſt in the world, and ſtrangers to this 
grace F Gofpel, and of our.utter inability 
to procure acceptance with God any otbery 
way: be rationally ſatisfied of the excellen- 
cy of that life the Goſpel calls us unto, of 
the glorious reward that will enſue; And 
ſo make a ſolemn choice of it to our ſelves, 
and ſincerely reſolve, as men of Truth and 
Fidelity ought , ſtrenuouſly to endeavour 
to attain to it, to live 1n the practice of 
every duty the Goſpel annexes to our ſtate 
and conditton,and to depart from every Go+ 
ſpel-ſin. This conviction and reſolution the 
Goſpel makes: indiſpenlibly neceſſary, and 
'tis compriz'd mall ſincere and true Faith. 
But 'tis thus qualified for the advaritage 
of an offender ; That that which conſtitutes 
and . preferves:; the union between Chriſt 
and a Believer, the thred that #yes a man 

H 3 to 
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to Chriſt Cas I may fo expreſs it ) in the 
whole performance of the Goſpel-condi- 
tion, 1s ſixcerify of Intention and endeavour, 
(and what could the Great God require, 
andaccept lefi-from the hand of an Apoſtate 
Creature ) and- not perfeFion of Adion: 
And this ſincerity too reckon'd as much to 
our advantage aspolhible may be ; That is, 
Whatever can, upon the utmoſt a/owarces, 
be truly ſo called, ſhall be ſo repnted: And 
he that can enter a. juſt claim to the loweſ# 
degree of ſincerity,”\that is, - when all the In- 
firmities that can accompany fincerity, and 
not overwhelm and extinguiſh it, that can 
conſiſt with its denomination ſo to be, are 
admitted, ſhall yet be accounted a ſincere 
21an, and numbred amongſt thoſe that are 
truly ſo. Till this thred of fazcerity be utter- 
ly broke, the: union between Chriſt and a 
Believer 1s never Diflolved ,, but he ſtill re- 
mains 1n a juſtifiedtate before God. Though 
a:man {in often 'through infirmity , and 
frrength of Temptation, . (and the beſt men 
{fin very often) if: his Reſolution abide firm 
and: ſincere for obedience: to: Chriſt , and 
holy hving, he is ſtill reckoned: to perform 
the Goſpel-condition,' and abide: in a juſti- 
fied-ſtate : Such. a'man is m-the firſt Lati- 
tude of Goſpel-forgweneſs. . But if a man 
| E throrgh 
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through' the power and*rprevaleney:iof his 
Lults, and the- violent. impetuous- aflaults 
of temptation, - have an invaſion madeapon 
his ſincerity, chat is, that a man often 'faits 
in point of fizcerity, ' fins againſt his'-own 
Light, and 'his Reſolutions,” and” Know- 
ledge, repeats:this again-and agam 5 toes 
it often ; (for, ſuch is:mans: apoſtate-ftate 
by his Fall, ſo-fertile is ir of all ſort.' of ſin, 
that if Chriſtin' this new Law had not'con- 
{fidered our. frame, and! remembred -with 
infinite compaſhhon what we are , - and-(© 
dealt with us, we had ſtill come ſhort'of 
happineſs) yet, if ſuch amian by the ſtrength 
and efficacy of grace, 'renew- himſelf again 
by continued acts of Repentance, revive 
and re-nforcehis reſolutions, return back 
10 his firſt ſtated ſincerity, be 'in his ratio- 
nal and: moſt Deliberate :choice ſtill” for 
Chrilt,and Obedience to his Laws,(for Chritt 
will notfinally judge of: us. by our -paſſeo- 
ate choice;: bur by our: r#tional choice) 
and ſo carry himſelf upon'the whole matter, 
that Chriſt isnot depoſed in his ſoul; but ſtill . 
continues his Governmert: there, if Satan and 
the Fleſh previil but by firs, and are ſtill 
diſpoſleſſed by: an habitual fincerity ; If a 
man' be always either. at the preſent, or 
upan ſecond,:and after;reviews, full of deep 

H 4 and 
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ynd;. heart-afteQing r&trouble , and ſorrow, 
Wwhenever-he (o- miſcarryes., and the fixed 
Kats, -acquieſcency,1.and reſt of his ſoul 15 
in.liviogto- Chriſt ina ſincere obedience to 
his Laws,and his rational and moſt undiſtur- 
bed: choice. is,to:do;z in ſhort, 1t he never 
cornes to be bowed down, and ſubjected to 
went hypocriſy, even 11 all caſes of this 
ature, the Scripture gives us good ground 
to:Þþcheve, that: Ghriſt, and his ſaving be- 
nefits are tobe had, Juſtification before 
God attained ,-and'future glory poſſeſſed þ\ 
(upon ſuch gracious principles of condeſ- | 
cention, is this New Law of the Goſpel 
eretted.:) Though 'it muſt be withall ac- 
knowledged.,- that ſins of this nature, fins 
rinctur'd with 3nfincerity are of all under the 
Goſpel the moſt dangerous, border moſt up- 
on a'breach of the Conditionrequired, are 
the' moſt deſftruttive to our preſent Peace 
and Comfort, the moſt produdive of any of 
temporal and {piritual-- Judgerents in this 
life: And when'theyarrive to ſucha degree, 
that the whole'of a mans condition truly and 
evenly. conlidered;':'(for:; - we-ſhall all be 
weighed in the.\perfe& Ballance :of Gods 
righteous judgement) they turn the Scale 
againſt fincerity ;:.are. the more” Predomi- 
nant and Preyailing.part; they.'are perfect- 
i + ly 


OUMI 


UMI 


Fu ft freatiob Evangelical. ro 
ly Rxinous, a Not-performance of the Goſpel- 
condition, is returned upon. us, and no ſuch 


man will eyer | have the - advantages of 


Chriſts ſatizfaFion accounted to him , let 


- him/have made never ſo great a progreſs 
inall other Goſpel attainments.. | 


: Two Fundamental Failures there are 
in reference to the Conditions required by 
the Goſpel, upon the performance of which, 


-begun,and continued, we come to be prima- 


rily and finally juſtified. Firſt, When men 


wholly rejed@ the Goſpel, or with a careleſs, 


unconcern'd, unactive Indifferency, (which 
comes, in the effects, all to one) barely 
aſſent to its veracity, but never proſecute 
the Ends of it: And ſecondly, when men 
prove falſe and perfidions in that ſubjeGion 
and obedience Chriſt requires from them 
in a Chriſtian courſe. Chrift will anſwer 
for no man that will not receive him when 
offer'd as. worthy of all acceptation , and ' 
as an ineſtimable Jewel of an Infinite va- 
lue, or that does not (incerely intend to - 
obey his Laws, and a@ ſuitably to ſuch an 
intention. 'Twere a mean and unworthy - 
conception of our Saviour, to imagine he 
ſhould account the Precious Effects of his 
moſt Precious Blood to any man that 
would not be throughly ſcntible of _ 

iN; 
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fin, and rebellion againſt-the- Higheſt: So- 
veraign that occaſiened his,fufferings, and 
-toexpiate-which he became-a ſis offerine, 
and was ſacrificed.; and-in the molt tincere 
and ſolemn manner reſolve for the future, 
as the worſt of allzZs, (the Wound of Life, 
the Sting of Death, and; tormenting Plague 
to Eternity) -to avoid it: And eſpccially, 
that ſhould pretend,fo do, and yet. lye- a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and prove falſe in 
{o gracious a Covenant; In a word , No- 
thing keeps men from the good things of 
the Goſpel , the bleſſedneſs of a juſtified 
ſtate, but a poſitive Refuſal of Chriſt,, (or 
a ſloathfu], careleſs, unconcern'd neglect of 
him, (which comes in effect all toone) or a 
prevailing unconquered falſeneſs in the 
courſe of Goſpel-obedience, and that Con- 
formity to-his Laws which Chriſt requires 
from us. ' And, who can imagine that ſuch 
a S2viewr as our Lord 1s;who is Ged and Marx 
after a ſtupendious manner united,ſhould be 
provided by the Almighty for any perſons 
1 cicher reſpect ſoqualified ? 
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J"Rom the conſideration of all theſe 
things, divers material Queſtions do 
naturally reſult; To which a due Anſwer 


ought to be given. 


Firſt, This Queſtion will be asked 2 Does 
not this .diminiſh the Grace of the Go- 
ſpel, and leſſen the free donation of 
Chriſt, to ſay he is offer d conditionally, 
and that no man can be juſtified by hin 
- upor terms to be perform'd by him- 
{elf ? | 


Anſw. If it appear in truth ſo to be , that 
no man can be ſaved by Chriſt, nor be ſaid 
in the Goſpel-Senſe to love him, that does 
not keep his Commands, if we go,further 
in this matter , then to thoſe Limitations 
the Gofpel evidently puts upon it ſelf ; then 
this Objection ought not to be made : For, 
Gods pleaſure 1s the rule of his own Grace. 
That the Goſpel is Conditional, is apparent 
beyond denyal: If we live after the fleſh, 
we are told, we ſhall certainly dye, and ifwe 
mmortifie the deeds of the body, we ſhall live: If 


Wwe 
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we overcome, we ſhall have the Crown , if we 
do not we ſhall bſe the Reward: And If we 
faint, we are told, we ſhall not reap: Tis 
he that holds out to the End, mn a Chriſtian 
courſe; ' that-ſhall be ſaved, And is not this 
all Conditional? And: this Conditionality 
_ of the Goſpel, the offer of Chriſt upon 
terms, docs no way Extenuate the grace 
and mercy of God in the free donation of 
Chriſt: IVe-are juſtified freely by his grace, 
through, the redemption that 3s in Chriſt, 
though we are juſtified corditionally by 
faith, and that Faith includes all Goſpel-obe- 
dience, and the whole duty of a Chriſtian. 
Qur Salvation 1s intirely purchaſed by 
. Chriſts blood, and an ability to perform 
every Condition required of us, 1s pur- 
chaſed for us , 'and by him freely conferr'd 
upon uf}. So that he, as a gift of ineſti- 
mable value and bounty from Heaven , is a 
ſpring of all Grace , and freely ſupphes us 
with what ever weſtand in need of: And 
the propoſal of him to the world upon 
terms and conditions, 1s but that method 
the only wiſe God has ſcen fit to make uſe of, 
in. the accompliſhment of ſo. glorious a 
work of Grace,and {o free a Redemption , as 
that which tended moſt to his own glory 
and will appear at Jalt to be eminently beſt 


for 
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for ws: For, *tis but firſt to ob/zge us, and 


then to 7zable. us to be holy and like Eimfelf, 


in whole izzage lyes the perfeCtion of all 
Happineſs. *Tis but to ſave us here i» part, 
and that we might gradually poſleſs that 
Gift of God, which is eternal life through Je- 
ſus C hriſt our Lord. © | 


- Quelt. Secondly, By this DoGrine,, how 

- Can weever come to know we are carefully 

..* and, compleatly Juſtified ; till we have 
ſully perferm'd and accompliſhed all- the 
conditions #zade requiſite to 4 juſtified 
ſtate ? That is, how can we, upoz good 
ground: be aſſured of qur Juſtification til 
our faith aud. obedience be conſummuat- 
ed: Which is not till we dye? 


 Faſw. Every man is then Actually juftifi- 

ed according to the Goſpel-Law, and Com- 
pleatly lo, where he believes in the I ord Je- 
Jar Chriſt. with all his heart. Becaule no 
more is at the firſt required Legally to con- 
ttiture a juſtified ſtate. [But Juſtification s 
A continued .a& of God. and the conſtart 
performance of all thoſe duties which a 
fincere reception of Chriſt as he is offered 
1n the Goſpel, implyes, are indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceflary to the continuance of it. Th, in 
is 
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this caſe, as 'tis in Marriages A Marriage 18 
perfeted by a mutual conſent ; But the per- 
formance of al} matrimonial duties is im- 
pled in that conſent : The Marriage con. 
tinnes valid till fomwhat be done (as 'tis 
very ' poſſible there may be ) that does 
vertually Null and Revoke ſuch conſent, and 
what was implyed therein, and does ex 
natura rei, Diflolve, the Vinculum matrimo- 


ij. Tis plain the Apoſtles did look up-. 


ont ſuch as declared a firm aflſent to the 
Goſpel), and a ſincere and hearty reception 
of Chriſt as he is there propofed, to be i» 
Chriſt : That is, to be in a' Juſtified ſaved 
ſtate, admitted them to all Goſpel-privi- 
ledges, and never eſteemed them other- 
wiſe, till by thetr Lives , or Profeffions, 
they . contradicted, and denyed what by 
Tach a faith and conſent they had before 
affirmed, and thereby Apoſtatized from it : 
And of ſuch” tergiverſation the'Gofpel every 
where warns men; That they" ſhould take 
heed of an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God, And St. Pal tells the 
Corinthians : T am jealous over 'you ( ſayes 
he) with a godly jealoufie, for T have eſpou- 
ſed you to one husband , that | may preſent 
you as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt: Put I fear 
leaft by any means as the ſerpent begniled Eve 

throweh 
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Bhrongh bis fabtilty,, fo your minds ſhould be : 
' «orrupted fromithe' ſimplicity that is in Chrift: 

Whoever ayows the faith of the Goſpel, 
.anJ a ſincere” cloſure:: with: Chriſt -up- 
-oN the Terms thereof, and does after fall 
Aanto 'an open, Rebe//ion againſt; him, and 
ilves m -an_ allowed - diſabedzence to his 
Laws, ſuch a man is, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of an Feretick, auroucTaneTs, a man condems- 
red by himſelf: Fox he that in his Bapnſim, 
and at his firſt admiſſion into the Chriſtiar- 
Church, had: made. a ſolemn. Profeflion of 
the true Chriſtian DoGrine and did after 
degenerate into .Corrupt- and. Heretical 
Opinions ,\ contrary and deſtructive.to it; 
,paſled feritence upon himpelf. :.86 ,-He that 
declares to cloſe with Chriſt as a;Prince. and 
4:$aviour , whieh\uppoſcth: a general ſub- 
miſſion to all the Laws of his Kingdom, 
and ſhall after Indulge himſelf in a courſe of 
opcn difobedience', ahd chooſea, continued 
praitiee.of (i>aghinſt that grand, fundamen- 
tal Law.of _— $2 That, he that names bis 
24%, | wrft depart from iniquity; gives 
xo ks Nene in re. —_—_ ; Dil: 
@aWas Chriſt:and. the Goſpel , Dillolves the 
Relation 'thatiſeem'd fo be between them, 
and: publickly,| retratts what .he before 
obliged himſelf toc So that a.man is at = 
Af rw, I 
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firft actually and legally according to the 
tenor of the Goſpel juſtified by a true” and 
fincere Faith - Buta conſtant profecution bf 4 
fich a faith in al} its proper Ends and Ten- 
dencies by an univerſal fubmiffion ts allithe 
Laws of Chriſts Kingdom , is of abſolute 
— to our continuance it a FER 

ate. | M7 ? 


'Quelt. 9. Dowot divers Scripinres in the 
New Teftament ſeem' to eftabliſh Fuſtif- 
cation | ſolely upor believing, ard nupor 
Faith , only as an inſtrument. receiving, 

andno more, in oppoſitiou to all ' ſort 'of 
working ? | Eſpecially that Text, Rom. 

4.'s. But tohim that” worketh not, i but 
believeth on him that juſtifieth the u- 

godly, his faith is counted for righte- 
ouſneſs? - | SOME 


Anſw. We are ſaid tobe juſtified in' the 
New Teſtament by faith alone , upor theſe 
three accounts. Firſt, as —_ intends the 
Goſpel and the Princip es'of Chriſtianity, 1 
Of - rrp tothe ras and oe pm 
of Jad:iſme. Secondly, Asi-tis a compre» 
kenſive word: tor all ' that-'the Goſpel re- 
quires at our-hahds: For, by Believing-in 
Chriſt, the Scripture intends ſuch a _—_— 
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with him, as receives him in all his offices, 
and{ujects us to all thoſe obligations, which 
4; 4n»Prince and Saviour he thinks fit by the 

Goſpel to lay upon us: And upon that ac- 
count, to Believe, and to obey, are often in 
Scripture put one for the other promiſcuouſ 
ly,and ſoare mms om diſobedience. All o- 
bedience and ſubjection to Chriſt is origina- 
tedin , and flows from our Belief of that 
Revelation God makes to us of him, and is 
naturally implyed,and compriz'd init : And 

ſo it has by Gods appointment the prece- — 
dence and preferrence of all other Graces 
in point of Juſtification, and'we do not find 
any other grace ſo related to Juſtification 
as this : And upon that account it is , that 
we are not ſaid in Scripture to be juſtified 
by repentance , or by love, or any other 
ſingle grace, but only by Faith, as compre- 
henſive of all the reſt. And thirdly, becauſe 
we are actually brought into a ;uſtified ftate 
at firſt, (olely by Faith without the actual 
exerciſe ofany other grace : The very a& 
of ſincere believing, by Gods peculiar and 
racious ordination, intitles us to Chriſt, 
and all his Benefits : And the reaſon of that 
Ordination is evidently this; That who 
ever believes in Chriſt, receives him as he 
is by God propoſed ; and whoever does fo, 
I obliges 
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obliges himſelf thereby to all the duties of 
Chriſtianity. But upon no one of theſe 
accounts can Faith be ſaid to juſtifin (ae 
barely as an I-ſtrament, but as 'tis compre- 
henfive and producnve of all other Goſpel- 
duties; and by the ſubſequent performance 
of them,-Faith (as St. James tells us) 1s per-. 
feed. "Twas the fear many good men had 
of intereſting any Works, or any thing of 
our own Juſtification, and Ecclipling free 
grace thereby, that made them that they 
woule neither allow Faith to be a condziti- 
on, nor a work, (Whenthey ought to have 
conlidered, that Goſpel works are never 
oppoſed toGrace, nor can any thing done 
by Divine afliſtance be ſo; and when the 
Apoſtle oppoſeth Works to Grace, he means 
ſuch Works as are inconfiltent with Grace, 
and (> juſtifie by their merit, as to put us 
out of need of Grace, and render it uſeleſs) 
but invented that unſcriptural notion of its 
inſtrumentality ( of no other uſe, but to 
make way for metaphyſical ſubtilties, andto 
obſcure a plain point) when indeed Faith 1s 
both a work, and a condition. Flt, *Tis a 
work ; (o our Saviour himſelf calls it, Joh. 
5. 29. This is the work of God that you be- 
lieve. Indeed, 'tis the chieteſt part of E- 
vangelical obedience , the greateſt _ 
the 
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the Goſpel requires at our hands, and that 
which produceth all other ; and 'tis plainly 
made as ſuch, every where in Scripture 
the Condition of the New 7 aw, and that 
which 1t requires on our part to be per- 
formed , in order to our Juſtification and 
Salvation. And ſo the: Apoſtle declares 
when he ſayes, We have believed that we 
might be juſtified ; That is, We have per- 
formed the Condition required by the Go- 
ſpel in order to Juſtification, that ſo we 
might be juſtified thereby upon the terms 
thereof : And for that reaſon, as 'tis the 
' Condition of the New Law, 'tis accounted 
for Righteouſneſs. And ſo when God juſti- 
fied Abraham upon the terms of the New 
Covenant, his Faith is ſaid to be accounted 
for Righteouſneſs, becauſe it was the per- 
formance of the Condition thereof: And 
God was pleaſed to pive an Inſtance in him 
what was to be the Condition of it, which 
was, a ſincere Faith, including a ſuitable | 
obedience : So far different was Abrahams 
Faithin its Nature, and ſo far 1s all true 
Goſpel-Faith from that Idea ſome men 
frame of it, who aſcribe. no more to 1t 
then a Bare naked notional 7»ſtrumertality. 

Nor is there one Text in all the New 

Teſtament that excludes Goſpel-Forks, E- 

I 2 vange- 
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vangelical obedience from beirig Ct onditionally 
eceſſary to our Juſtification and Salvation, 
but they are univerſally made ſo, as has 
been proved before : For, Whatever is re- 
quiſite to conſtitute a man a good Chri- 
ſtian, is conditionally neceſlary to his Ju- 
ſtification 3 and no man can be intereſted 
in the Salvation purchaſed by Chriſt, that 
does not ſubject himſelf to an univerſal 
obedience to all his Laws. To. diſtin- 
guiſh , as ſome do, between Juſtificati- 
on and Salvation, and ſay, that Goſpel- 
works are neceſſary to the Latter, but 
not to the Former, 1s to diſtinguiſh where 
the Scripture makes no difference - For, 
The Apoſtles ſpeak of a Juſtihed perſon, 
and a ſaved perſon as the ſame, and of Ju- 
ſtification and Salvation as ſo; and they are 


bath promiſcuouſly promiſed to Believing. 


St. James when he is diſcourſing of Juſti- 
fication , asks this queſtion, can faith with- 
oftt works ſave you? Where he means the ſame 
thing as if he had ſaid, car it juſtifie you ? 
Nor does it any more derogate from free 
Grace to make Goſpel|-works, neceſlary to 
Juſtification, t hen it does t0.2ks them nece- 
ftary to Salvation: For,they are both inſepa- 
rably included .cach in other : No man can 
be ſaved that is not Juſtified;for whoſoever is 

not 
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not juſtifted at Gods Bar, is condex:ned, and 
whoever is juſtified, is allo glorified. That 
Text of St. Paul Rom. 4. v. 5. duly conlide- 
red, doesno way counenance any ſuch 
Dottrine ; for the right underſtanding of 
which 1t will be neceſſary to conſider the 
whole Context, In the firſt ver. What 
ſhall we ſay then ( (ayes the Apoſtle ) that 
Abraham our father ( from whom we derive 
our \{clves, and who firſt received the Law 
of Circumciſion, the father of our Perſons, 
and of our Religion)as pertaining to the fleſh, 
hath found ? 'Tisan Interrogation 1mpor- 
ting a Negation, Abrahams did find no. 
thing as pertaining to the fleſh. By fleſþ 
1n Scripture (beſides the Corrupt accepta- 
tion) it ſometimes is meant the ſtrength of na- 
tural abilities: So Iſmraclis ſaid to be boin 
after the fleſh; that is, by the meer and ſole 
efficacy of z4ture, in oppoſition to Tſaacs be- 
ing born #Z nr«ux, according to the. ſpirit, 
and after the promiſe : And ſometimes by 
Fleſh is meant the Legal external privi- 
ledges of the Jews. So in the 3d. of the 
Philip. ustaken: St. Paul ſayes there, If 
any other man. thinketh he hath whereof he 
might truſt inthe fleſh, I more: Cireumciſed 
the eighth day, &c, But 'tis plain what 
St. Paul means here by fl: For , what 

I 3 | he 
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he calls feſþ in the firſt ver. he calls works in 
the ſecond : For if Abraham were juſtified 
by works, he hath whereof to glory , bnt not be- 
fore God. If Abraham were juſtified by 
the worth and value of his own perfor- 
mances of any works wrought in his own 
Strength, and by hisown Ability , he had 
. whereof to Glory ; But not before God 3 
which laſt clauſe is a poſitive Negation, and 
comes inas a Alinoy propoſition: And fo the 
the Apoſtles Argument is thus framed , If 
Abraham were juſtified by works, he had 
whereof to glory before God ; For 'tis faith on- 
ly that excludes glorying before God ( his 
reward would have been a debt) But he had 
70t whereof to glory before God: Therefore he 
was 10t juſtified by works. And that this is 
his meaning in thoſe words, Put not be- 
fore God; 1s pla; Becauſe in the next 
words he applies himſelf in the proof of it : 
For, what ſuith the Scripture , (ſayes he) It | 
does not ſay that Abraham was juſtified 
before God by works, but Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was accounted to him for 
Righteouſneſs. God, out of favour and 
grace, accepted his Faith for Righteouſneſs, 
which is implyed in the word Counted, when; 
he mighr juſtly have Refuſed ſo to do 
Abraham could not have claim'd it from 
| any 
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any merit inſirid rules of Juſtice. Now to hinz 


that worketh (in the 4th-ver.) is the reward 


wot reckoned of Grace,but of Debt : That 1s,he 
that hath any thing dze to him for what 
he has himſelf in his own ſtrength done, 
that Reward is a Debt, and is nota reward 
of Grace: Ando if Abraham had been a 
man of ſuch zzerits , had done ſuch works 
as would in their own nature have juſtified 
him, and conſtituted him Righteous in the 
ſight of God, Gods juſtifying him, and ad- 
judging him righteons, had been a debt 
due to him: But Abraham was not fo, he 
was gots a Siymer, and could claim no- 
thing of Debt ; And God was pleaſed out 
of favour and grace to Reward Abrahams 
Faith;and ſuitable obedience , with an ac- 
counting it fer Right:ouſneſs 3, and to juſtifie 
him thereupon: Put to bim that worketh 
not,but believeth on him that juſtifyeth the un- 
godly, his ſaith is accounted for Righteouſneſs : 
That is, Dependeth not upon the ſtrength 
of his own performances , and ſuch a finlels 
innocency as will in ſtri& rules of Juſtice 
acquit him before God, as Abraham did 
not , but Believeth on God that juſtifies 
the ungodly : That is, a man that has not 
a Legal fiale(s perfection, (for, that 1s meant 
by the ngodly ) his Faith is counted for 

| I 4 Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs: That is, his Faith through |. ; 


Grace ſhall avail him as much to all in- 
tents, and ſtand him in as much ſtead as 
a perfe& finleſls Righteouſneſs would do. 
Abraham's Juſtification was not upon the 
terms of the Law, or by perfection of 
Works , (which is inconſiſtent with Par- 
don) for he was a great finner,and had lived 
for ſome time in Feather Tdolatry : But he 
was juſtified upon the terms and conditions 
of another Covenant; that is, upon his be- 
lieving Ged,and reforming his Life, was Pardo- 
ncd and Accepted: and his Faith and ſineere 
reformation, though: the Grace of another 
Covenant, was accounted to him for Righ- 
teouſneſ(s: Even fo as the Idolatrous Gen- 
tiles though never circumciſed , may now 
alſo be juſtifted ; that is, have their fins 
forgiven, if they bclieve the Goſpel, and 
Reform their lives : And that by Juſtifying 
and Imputing Righteouſneſs, is meant the 
pardon of fin, and that Abraham was juſtifi- 
ed as an ungodly perſon, by being Pardo- 
ned, and not as an Innocent perſon , the 
next words declare, wer. 6. Even as David 
alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man, un- 
to whom God imputeth Righteouſneſs without 
works, (which was Abrahams caſe) And 
how is that 2 Why, Bleſſed are they whoſe 
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zniquities are forgiven , and whoſe ſins are co- 
vered : Bleſſed is the manu to whom the Lord 
will ot impute jin. The ſcope of the Apoſtle 
in this Chapter 1s to prove-, that Abra- 
ham was not Juſtified by any original Inno- 
cency, or ſuch a ſinleſs perfection of life, as 
would make the reward to be of Debt: 
And fo not upon the terms of the firſt Cove- 
nant; but he was juſtified by having Righ- 
teonſueſs, oat Works, upon the terms of 
another Covenant. He was juſtified as 
an ungodly perſon,as a Sinner ; That is, was 
Pardoned upon his (incere Faith and ſuit 
able obedience ; and ſo arrived at the 
Blefſednefs David deſcribes, who takes it 
for granted, that Blefſedneſs comes not by 
unfinning perfect obedience, ( which is in- 
conſiſtent with Pardon) For then he would 
haveſaid: Bleſſed are the finleſs perfeF per- 


ſons that never offended. But he (ayes, 


Bleſſed are they to whom God will not impute 


fir, and bleſſed are they whoſe ſins are par- 


doned. The plain intention of this great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, is by the inſtance 
of Abraham to eſtabliſh Evangelical Juſtj- 
fication , of which the Gentiles were as 
capable as the Jews, in oppoſition to Le- 
gal - By works he intends all along the Law 
and the firſt Covenant, and what was re- 

quired - 
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quired to juſtifie a man therein : And by 
Faith he intends the Goſpel, and all that is 
conditionally required of us thereby, which 
is a ſincere belief accompanied with ſuitable 
obedience. And Abraham who was juſtified. 
by performing the Goſpel-condition, (and 
not the condition of theCovenant of Works) 
had ſuch a ſincere Faith accompanied with 
ſuch obedience, -as the Story it felt, and 
the Holy-Ghoſt by St. James poſitively tells 
us: His Torks wroneht with his Faith ; 
that 1s, to obtain the ſane End with it, ard 
by bis Works his Faith was perfefed. Tis 
ablurd to imagine St. Paulever inteyded to 
exclude Goſpel-works , ſuch a ſincere obe- 
Gience as 1s naturally appurtenant to Faith, 
and is included in it, and ſuppoſed by it, 
and which is accepted out of meer Grace, 
and cannot pretend to the leaſt zzerit : But 
he (peaks only againſt. /ach works as might 
claim: Juſtification as a reward of Debt, in 
oppolition to Grace 5 ſuch as the Jews 1n- 
tilted on, which would utterly exclude the 
Gentiles from all poſlibility of Juſtificati- 
on, and eſtabliſh it upon a Legal bottors, 
and thereby fubvert the whoie deſfign of the 
Golpzl. By juſtifyivg therefore the angod- 
Iy upon believing, he means no more then 
tae juſtifying a perſon that has not fmlefe 
lega 
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legal perfeFion (which the firſt Covenant | 
made neceſſary to Juſtification) by his per- 
forming the condition of the fecond Cove- 
#ant, which condition performed,is through 
Grace accepted for f.ighteouſneſs, and pro- 
cures a&Fnual Pardon. 


- Quelt. 4. Has Chriſt ſatisfied for our Go- 
ſpel-fins; For the breach of his own Laws 
as Mediator, or not ? 


Anſw. This Queſtion is reſolved by one 
Text of St. Joh, who tells us, that The 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth frone 
all fin: Againſt whatever Law committed, 
if we perform the Goſpel Condition. Ever 
ſince the Fall and ſin of man, Chriſt hath 
been extant in Promiſes and Types till his full 
Appearance : And all Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs has (ome way or. other come through 
Flim. He has been the great medinm, by 
and through which all Divine favour and 
Grace has been in all times diſpenſed. Un- 
der the Goſpcl, whoever perform the Cor 
dition, and comes within the compaſs of 
that Latitude Chriſt by his New Law al- 
lows, his ſins of partial unbelicf, and all o- 
ther ſorts of Goſpel-diſobedience, are Pare 
doned upon the terms thereof; by the 

fcnor 
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tenor of this New Covenant which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed by his blood , whoſe blood 
is called the blood of the Covenant : By 
this gracious Covenant a rerewed pardor 
15 {till granted to all believers for every fin 
at any time committed , upon ſincere re- 
pentance and reformation - And Chriſt pro- 
poſeth himſelf to the world upon thoſe gra- 
cions terms 3 That if they cordially cloſe 
with him, and receive him as Lord and 
( hriſt , as their King and Saviour, all their 
paſt ſins ſhall be forgiven : And whenever 
they ſhall ſin for the future, and come ſhort 
of that Duty they are to pay to him , upon 
their Reperrt.encethey ſhall be rexewed, and 
Gol through and by Him, and for His fake 
will exerciſe continual as of Pardon to- 
wards them inall ſuch caſes. And this day 
of Grace is for ought we know, of the ſame 
duration with every mans life. Every man 


while he /ivcs has an Opportunity of embra- . 


cing rhe Goſpel: And whoever falls by 
Temptation and the power of Corruption, 
after he has ſo done, has yet a continued 
poſſibility while God ſpares him in this 
world to be reſtored to a Pardoned, Juſti- 
fied ſtate by Repentance, But whoever 
fails, and comes ſhort in performing the 
Goſpel-conditionz, Whoever cloſeth not 

with 
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with the Redeemer (who hath all power put 


by the father into his hands) upon his own 
Terms, not one of that mans fins will: he 
ever Remit, or Account for to the Father : 
But 1she left to an(wer to that moſt dreadful 


Charge of the Law ; and beſides, by meg 
© 


leFing ſo great ſalvation , falls under t 

utmoſt condemnation of the Goſpel: Is left 
to God as ſupream Judge of the World 
in the higheſt exerciſe of Juſtice, having re- 
fuſed the termrs of his ercy: Is left to God 
without the interpofition of a Mediator; 
the terrour of which condition the Apoſtle 
thus expreſleth : 'Tis a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God : Where he 
means without a Mediator. For 'tis ſpoken 
in terrorem to the Converted Jews, who 
werein great danger of Apoſtatizing -from 


_ the Goſpe], and the faith of the Mediator, 


and returning back to the old Cancelled 
diſpenſation of the Law, the end of which 
was Chriſt. | 

To conclude this whole matter. The 
making and redeeming of a man 1s original- 
ly founded in an eternal tranſaFion of the 
blefſed Trinity. God ſaw it fit to Create 
man at the firſt with a avntable N34} , with 
an inherent freedom of choice 3 though he 


perfetly knew and foreſaw all the conſe- 


quents 


c. 
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quents,, and what ſe man would make 
of it. The Reaſon of this is not to be 7-- 
quired into : For although God is pleaſed 
12 Scripture to permit us to Treat with him 
about his 7#ſtice , and to Diſcourſe with us 
about the equity of his proceedings , whether 
his wayes be not equal towards us, and ors 
#nequal towards Him : Yet he never admits 
us to any conference with him about his 
Wiſdom, never ſuffers any humane inquiry 
to be made Whether he does /iſely or no in 
what he docs, but till puts us to filence 
in that point with his abſolute Soverargnty 
over us, and brands that man with. a [© 
that ſo firives with his Maker , and hall 
dare to ſay , Vf hy haſt thon made me thus ? 
Whatever God does ,- we have theſt two 
prevailing Reaſons to Acquielce 1n it, Firſt, 
That 'tis done by him that has the ſupream 
Right of diſpoſing AU : He that made all, is 
fitteſt to diſpoſe all, and muſt needs be beſt 
intituled ſo to do. Secondly, That 'tis the 
reſult of infinite Attributes, ſuch wherein is 
inherent the utmoſt pofſlible Perfedtion we 
are able to conceive of in every kind. What- 
ever oppoſeth , or queſtioneth fech Niſd- 
om, muitneeds be the higheſt Folly. What- 
ever oppoleth or thwarterh ſuch Juſtice 
muſt nceds be the greateſt Injuſtice ;-and ſo 
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.in all other inſtances. God, in this caſe, 
ſaw it beſt to make man{Þjee, and leave him 
to the utmoſt exerciſe of that freedowe , that 
ſa Man might appear to be what he would 
| be, and God might appear to be what his 
vez is Evil had never been but that 'twas in- 
finitely better ic ſhould be then rat to bz : For 
when the Creature has finn'd to the utmoſt, 
God over-rules that fin to excellent Fnds ; 
and from the depths of Divine Wiſdom we 
ſee it ſo brought about, that glorious effes 
reſult from it: Though the commiſſzon of 
ſin is no way excuſed thereby, and the gult 
of it reſts at every mans owzs door. | 
From created freedom all fir and all miſery 
the adjunct of 1t had their firſt riſe, and 
from thence they were originally produced. 
This created freedom of will, was in it ſelf 
and its own nature, as firſt fram'd, excellext, 
and a bright beam of Divine pertettion, 
being of a Noble Faculty capable of a con- 
tinual choice of what was beſt; and” tis far 
more excellent freely to chooſe what is ſo, 
then from any outward zeceſſity to become 
obliged ro it. It was allo ſuited in its nature to 
Gods giving a Law, and mans Obedience : 
Of the fitneſs of which we may eaſily con- 
ceive,, when we refle(t upon that Relation 
there is between the Creator and a Creature, 
from 
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from this Root of created freedom ſo ade- 
quate an adjunct to ſo noblea creature as 
Man, and inits right exerciſe alwayes cen- 
tering in God as the ſupream an\ chiefeſt 
good, and moſt* proper object of choice. 
From hence ſprang up the evi/ and apoſtacy 
of humane nature: For no man can, or 
from the beginning could ſay when he is 
tempted : I am tempted of God ; for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man: But every man is tempted when 
he is led afide of his own Inſt, and enticed. 
This freedom in man declining ro diſobe- 
dience, puts a period to all his happineſs, 
Diſorders, and Disjoynt's all his Faculties, 
and ſtraight way renders him obnoxious to 
« that ſupream and dreadful Attribute of his 
\ Maker, his Jſtice. God upon the firſt 
\ declenſion of this freedom, upon mans firſt 
diſobedience, inflits the utmoſt penalty of 
his Law : Nor can we ſuppoſe it otherwile, 
bur that God in the firſt inſtance of that 
kind, would give his Creatures to know 

what ſi was! That a Rebcllion againſt Him 
the Higheſt, moſt Abſolute, and moſt Per- 
fect Being, was of all things the moſt In- 
tolerable, contain'd in its bowels the utmoſt 
Evil, being an oppoſition to the Greateſt 


Good, and muſt needs expoſe to the Worſt 
of 
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of Conditions : For nothing can oppoſe God, 
and be happy, or proſper. Nor would it con- 
fift either with the Juſtice, or Wiſdom of 
ſuch a Soveraign as God is, to give Laws, 
but upon the moſt perfect and unalterable 
Reaſon,and upon that account, to adhere to 
their punCtual Execution : And of this we 
are (uthciently 7zformed, when we ſee that 
nothing leſs then a ſatisfaction made by the 
Death of our Saviour, (that ſtupendious 
and Miraculous expedient of Divine: Wit 
dom, beyond the kenof Angels or Men, 
whereby God receives a redundancy of 
compenſation) could relieve or releaſe rs 
from the ſeverity and ſtrict execution of 
the Law of Works, and introduce that 
better Covenant, the [aw of Grace, by 
which we are now juſtified and ſaved. 
We mult not. imagine God &datlyes when 
he gives Laws to the world, or that 
he will connive at the breach of them, 
Or repeal them as men do; Tis other- 
wiſe with the (upream Law-giver and 
Judge of all the earth: to whom all things 
that are to come, are fully and certainly . 
- known, and before whom all turure events 
are ever preſent. | 

* Man, by this choſen diſobedience to the 
Liw of his Maker, ſtands before him there- 
> by 
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by as an obje of his Juſtice, who being alſo 
eſſerttially good, gracious and ſorgiving , and 
ating nothing but in a perfect comply- 
ance with himſelf , thoſe two Attributes of 
Mercy and Juſtice (So far as we are able to 
reach) remain in ſuch a juncture utterly 
Irreconcilable, till by a Miracle of Divinc 
Wiſdom (which can never be ſufficiently 
adord) a way is found out to make thote 
two Contending Attributes both trium- 
phant: Juſtice 1s fully ſatisfied, and Mercy 
brought intoits utmoſt exerciſe, and all the 
Flood-gates of Divine: Goodneſs let open 
upon the world : This is all effected by the 
glorious and gracious- undertaking of our 
blefled Redeemer ; by whom life and in- 
mortality is brought to light , our Salvation 
proclaimed, and ſtands for ever eſtabliſhed 
upon theſe three fundamental points. Firſt, 
That Chrift perfettly performed all thar 
was neceſlary for him: to perform, to con- 
{ſtitute him a ſufhcient Mediator between 
God and Man, exadly fulfilled all the Law 
of his publick Mediatorſhip, and was ap- 
proved of Gad fo to have done: A (uffici- 
ent Inſtance whereof he gave to the world 
in raiſing him from the dead, and exalting 
him at his own right hand. Secondly, That 
by reaſon of the Dignity of Chriſts perſor, 

his 
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higobedience and ſufferings were infinitely 
of more intrinſick velxe and weight then all 
the obedience and ſufferings of Mankind 
ever were, or poſhbly could be; and 
' fo. they are accounted of before God. 
Thirdly, That being perform'd. in our 
Nature , and wholly upon our Account, 
God by an infinitely gracious Statute in 
Heaven accepts them for us |(though not 
as done by us) and reckons all the effeFs 
and advantages of them by way of imputa- 

tion tO ws. h : 
The Lord Chrift having made ſuch a ſa- 
tisfaction to God for the ſins of the world, 
and thereby reverſed that ſentenge of Con- 
demnation that by the Law was, Recorded 
againſt us , has as Mediator the power of 
diſpenſing Pardon wholly committed to 
Him. For, the Father now judges no man, 
but has committed all judgment unto the Son. 
That is, Chriſt as Mediator is eſtabliſhed 
King. And the world is now to be judged 
by a Law of Grace - And two things in 
the exerciſe of this Mediatory Dominion are 
Eternally ftipulated between the Father 
and the Son. Firſt, that all pardon and 
Forgiveneſs ſhall be diſpenſed upon ſuch 
Conditions ; that is, upon the terms pro- 
claimed by the Goſpel , whereby the glo- 
K 2 ry 
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ry of all the Divine Attributes, - as well as 
of Mercy and Forgiveneſs , 1s highly dif- 
play'd. And Secondly, That that power, 
Chriſt as Mediator 1s veſted withall, to z--- 
* power and zzable whom he pleaſeth, by the 
ſending forth of the Holy Ghoſt, to perform 
the Goſpel-Conditson, ſhall be exerted to- 
ward thoſe alone to whom God in his 
Eternal Counſels'(who had all things in 
proſpe& and fore-knowledge , and the 
whole of all mens circumſtances before him 
from Everlaſting) deſigned preſent Grace, 
and future Glory. | 
Thofe who through Divine Grace and 
Afſiiſtance receive Chriſt as he propounds 
himſelfto us in the Goſpel , are by the te- 
nor- thereof” juſtified before God : And he 
ſo propounds: himſelf, that whoever Re- 
ceives him, is thereby obliged to the per- 
formance of af/ Geſpel-Righteouſneſs: And 
when the whole of Chrilts undertaking to 
bring many ſons to glory ſhall be perfected 
and compleated , we fhall then ſee that 
irAuz dane; odÞicTs OS, as the Apoſtle calls 
it, that m»{tiformis ſupientia Dei, that ma- 
7ifold wiſdom of God m curious variety a- 
about this matter, and the glorious Ex- 
cellency there 1s in a Sinners Juſtificati- 
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in its cozdition, and in its final effec; And 
thence will reſult Everlaſting Adoration 
and F/ymns of praiſe and thanksgiving to hinz 


that fits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever. 


